
April 7, 2020 

Dear HCCS Parents and Staff, 

I want to begin by thanking you for all your support and hard work as together, both school and home, 
tackle this unprecedented challenge we find ourselves in with COVID-19. Your encouragement and 
thoughtful emails have been appreciated.  

As many of you are already aware, as a continued response to the COVID-19 crisis, the Idaho State Board 
of Education recommended that Idaho School’s continue with a “soft close” through the remainder of 
the school year. This means all students throughout Idaho state, including HCCS students, will remain off 
campus and will continue with remote learning and instruction through May 21st.  

That being said, in the unlikely event that the COVID-19 pandemic subsides and State Board and 
Southwest District Health criteria are met, the State Board left the door open for individual districts to 
decide to return to the classroom. Those conditions are being finalized and will be shared out once 
completed. 

With this new extended target, our teachers, office staff, meal staff, and support personnel will continue 
to take your feedback and create an effective system to support your child in this remote learning 
setting. Today we met as a staff to discuss this update and with renewed focus will be connecting with 
you and strengthening our remote instruction. 

Other items that impact HCCS families?  

•  We will continue to provide free breakfast and lunch pickup in front of the school between 8:00am 
and 10:00am. We are continuing to explore ways of expanding our meal program. 
•  The State Board of Education also took formal action Monday, April 6, to waive requirements, 
including the Idaho reading assessment for elementary students. 

From Prior meetings: 

•  Suspended the senior project graduation requirement for the class of 2020  
•  Suspended the college entrance exam required for the class of 2020 and 2021  
•  3rd through 12th grade students are exempt from ISAT testing in English Language Arts, Math, and 
Science and the alternative ISAT for the 2019-2020 school year. 
O   Note: Students will not be held back (retained) for not completing their ISAT’s this year. We’ve 
heard that was a concern among some students. 

As mentioned in prior communications, it’s critical that you join your classroom teacher’s Bloomz 
account(s). You should have received invitations in your email or by phone text. If this has not 
happened, please contact the school. We would be happy to get you connected. 

Again, we want to reassure you that we’re taking the necessary steps to provide instruction for your 
child and ask for your support at home.  We know this is uncharted territory and flexibility will be key. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or the office if we can be of any assistance.  



We love our students and miss them dearly, 

  

Dr. Javier Castaneda 

Executive Director, Principal 

Heritage Community Charter School 

(208)453-8070 

 


