
Monday, March 23, 2020 
 
Dear parents and staff, 
  
Late this afternoon, as a response to the COVID-19 crisis, the Idaho State Board of 
Education approved a “soft close” of the state’s schools through April 20. This means all 
students throughout Idaho state, including HCCS students, will not be on campus 
through that date. 
  
Fortunately, we are blessed at HCCS with excellent teachers and staff and we’ll do all 
we can to continue providing instruction in a “virtual format” to your students. That 
planning has already begun to be developed in teacher lesson plans and further 
planning will happen with the HCCS School Board, Administration and staff. 
  
What does that mean for us after Spring Break? 
The State Board directed districts to provide instructional opportunities to the best of 
their ability during this time where students are not on campus. 
  
Plans that address school lunch, instruction, Special Education and other key elements 
will be finalized soon and sent to you via messenger. At this time it’s critical that you join 
your classroom teacher’s Bloomz account(s). You should have received invitations in 
your email or by phone text. It’s a great tool during the normal school year, it’ll be even 
more helpful at this time. 
  
The State Board also took other action today that impacts our students and provides 
flexibility during this statewide soft closure. 
  
See attachment from the Office of the State Board for more detail. 
Here are highlights from the meeting, the Board: 

•          Suspended the senior project graduation requirement for the class of 2020 

•          Suspended the college entrance exam required for the class of 2020 and 
2021 

•         Approved seeking a waiver from the U.S. Department of Education to exempt 
3rd through 12th grade students from ISAT testing in English Language Arts, 
Math, and Science and the alternative ISAT for the 2019-2020 school year. 

  
Again, we want to reassure you that we’re taking the necessary steps to provide 
instruction for your child and ask for your support at home.  We know this in uncharted 
territory and flexibility will be key. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call 
or email. 
  
We’ll continue working with the state in monitoring the health of students in Idaho and 
will do everything we can to keep our HCCS students healthy and safe. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Dr. Javier Castaneda 
Executive Director, Principal 
Heritage Community Charter School 
(208)453-8070 

  


