
March 27, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

As Spring break draws to a close, many of you are already aware of the Idaho State Board of 
Education’s mandate of a soft closure for all public school in the state, which will last at least 
until April 20. 

Our teachers have been preparing for remote learning over these last few days in anticipation 
that this announcement would be made. By now you should have received some form of 
communication from them via Bloomz. If you are not yet connected to Bloomz, I would strongly 
encourage you to do so. If you have not received an invitation, please email your child’s teacher 
directly. Each class or course will have a slightly different format, to better accommodate the 
needs and challenges of our students. 

Classroom lessons will begin this coming Monday, March 30, 2020. Our teachers will begin 
slowly, testing our ability to reach each student. While Bloomz will consistently be our 
communication format, lesson formats will vary depending on the grade level and teacher. 
Some lessons will have an online format, such as Google Classroom or Zoom. Others will be in 
online PDF packet formats or available for pickup in the school office. We are making decisions 
on the best format to pick up packets based on the communication between families and 
teachers. 

At this time, we believe that we can complete our education requirements for the year without 
requiring additional days at the end of May.  This, of course, is subject to change. 

Contacting Your Teacher 

Teaching our students at home can be challenging during a normal time, but can be especially 
challenging during a time of national crisis, when people are limited to their homes and very 
few other places.  Our teachers will be here to support you over these next few weeks. Please 
reach out with any questions, concerns, or challenges that you have in the coming weeks. We 
want to be flexible and understand you’ll need to reach your child’s teacher before or after 
your work schedule with questions you might have during this remote instruction time. Each 
teacher will communicate the best format for you to reach them during these morning and 
evening times. 

Breakfast and Lunch 

Meals will be available for pickup from 8:00 am to 10:00 am Monday through Friday. The sack 
meal is free to all children from 1 to 18 years of age who are present in the vehicle. No meals 
will be distributed for any child not present at time of delivery. Breakfast and lunch can be 
picked up at the same time. To adhere to safety guidelines and to protect staff during meal 
delivery, parents and students should remain in their vehicle. Sack lunch(es) will be handed to 
them through the car window. 



Technology Support 

Teachers and the front office are reaching out to families to get a gauge on what your needs are 
in terms of accessing online content. We know accessing online content is not possible for 
everyone, and plans are being made to support both online and paper-pencil learning during 
this closure. To further assist parents in accessing content online, HCCS will provide internet 
access for parents and students to access with their own devices from our parking lot. We do 
ask you are mindful of Social Distancing guidelines and to practice safe and appropriate use of 
school internet. It’s helpful for you to know that the City of Caldwell downtown is also an online 
internet corridor and can be used to access online content. 
  

Additional Information: 

Lottery 

The 2020-2021 Lottery will still take place Saturday April 4, 2020. Due to the Governor’s current 
“stay in place” order, we will not hold a face to face public event. 

Athletics 
HCCS and participating athletic school programs are following the orders from the 

Governor, as well as the Idaho Office of State Board of Education soft closure requirements. For 
now, all spring sports are cancelled; when this changes we will let you know. 

State Testing 

Currently the requirement for ISAT testing in grades 3-12 for ELA, Math and Science is 
suspended for the Spring 2020. 

We are grateful for your support and flexibility. During these uncertain times we are keeping 
you in our thoughts and know you are keeping HCCS and its staff in your thoughts as well. We 
are an extraordinary community and know that our staff and parents will work together to be a 
blessing to our students. Thank you for all you do. 

Respectfully, 

Dr. Castaneda 
Executive Director, Principal 

 


