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Dear Families, 
 

October’s here and with it brings the cooler Fall weather. While it gives us a nice break from the heat, 
please remind your child to dress warmly on cold mornings. As well, there are several things to place 
on your calendars this month. Fall break will occur the week of Oct 22nd - Oct 26th. Also, October 19th is 
a teacher work day. There will be no school for students as Teacher’s work to wrap up Quarter 1.  
 

At the end of September, we recognized many students who demonstrated the Core-Virtue of 
Responsibility. They work hard to demonstrate these characteristics, and I appreciate all our parents 
who attended the assembly to recognize their child’s hard work. We also began our school fundraiser 
and hope to use the proceeds to build up our upcoming new library’s inventory of books and furniture. 
We enjoyed our newly installed speakers in the gym during our assembly. A big thank you to our PTSO 
for that donation! During the month of October, we will focus on the Core-Virtue of Diligence. I hope 
all parents will take this opportunity to emphasize this virtue at home and teach its importance. Keep 
up the good work! 
 

As we get further into the year, and heading toward our first parent teacher conferences, I encourage 
parents to continue playing a positive active role in your child’s education. It can take many forms 
including volunteering at school, helping with homework, or simply communicating with our teachers 
and staff.  
 

I look forward to seeing you at Parent Teacher Conferences. Together we can help our children reach 
their highest potential! 
 

Thank you for all you do. 
 

Javier Castaneda, Principal 
 
 

 

From the Desk… 

 
All lunches are served with a choice of Salad & Fruit Bar 
and one (1) milk. Lunches are subject to change without 

notice. Breakfast menu items will rotate. 

Upcoming Dates: 

• Thursday & Friday, Oct. 
4th & 5th NO SCHOOL 
Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

• Thursday, Oct. 11th 
PTSO (Parent, Teacher, 
Student Organization) 
Meeting 3:30pm 

• Friday, Oct. 19th NO 
SCHOOL End of First 
Quarter 

• Monday-Friday Oct. 22nd 
-26th NO SCHOOL Fall 
Break   

• Friday, Nov. 2nd Harvest 

Festival 5:30pm 

This month’s  Core Characteristic  is :  

 Diligence 
Di l igence i s  doing what  needs to  be done wi th  

devot ion,  dedica t ion and determinat ion. 
 
“Learning is  no t  at ta ined by chance,  i t  must  be 
sought  for  wi th  ardor  and  di l igence.”  -Abigai l  Adams 
 
 
  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Other Side: 
 

• Student Council News 

• PTSO 

• Middle School Update 

• A Note from the Office 

• A Message from Title I 

• Counseling Corner 

• After School Activities 
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A Note from the Office 
Remember that shorts will not be permitted when we return from Fall 
Break until after Spring Break.  Be sure to have your child dress 
appropriately for the cooler weather.   
 

Are your child’s immunizations up to date?  Please view Idaho Code 
39-4801 and IDAPA 16.02.15 for information on State Requirements. 
If your child is missing vaccinations, please bring them current and give 
the updated records to the office.  If you are unsure if they are up to 
date, contact your physician or South West District Health at 208-455-
5300.  If you have questions, email Candice at csumner@hccs481.org. 

_________________________________________ 
A Message from Title I 
Heritage Community Charter School is a Title I school.  This means we 
receive Federal Title I Funds based on our school demographics; these 
funds help us meet the needs of our diverse learners.  As a school wide 
Title I program, we have the flexibility to use these funds to assist all 
students in the process of reaching their academic potential.  At HCCS, 
Title I funds are used to provide intervention and enrichment 
opportunities for all students, hire additional paraprofessional staff 
members to support learning in the classrooms, purchase 
supplemental learning materials and resources, and host our annual 
Family Math and Literacy Night event in the Spring. 
 

Building key skills at home: 
This month we are focusing on Kindergarten! Here are some ideas to 
help your kindergartener succeed this year at HCCS.  
 

1. Cook with kids! Ask them to help count out ingredients, which 
helps them learn words and concepts like half. 

2. Ask questions while reading together, such as; What is the 
character feeling? Why is the character reacting that way? 
What do you think will happen next?  

3. Point out letter names in everyday objects, such as; on street 
signs, in magazines, at the store, and on billboards.  

4. Point our shapes in the real world, such as; seeing a square 
building, rectangular billboard, an octogen stop sign, or a 
triangle made from a swing set. 

_________________________________________ 
Counseling Corner 
We’ve been learning about Responsibility! Responsibility is doing your 
part for the groups that make us whole. You can help foster 
responsibility at home by giving your child opportunities to take on new 
tasks and allowing them to practice being responsible for those tasks.  
Some age appropriate responsibilities may include: 

• Cleaning up their rooms 

• Setting/clearing the table at meal times 

• Helping take care of a pet 

• Helping a younger sibling get ready for school 

• Bringing home/completing homework every night 

• Having safe/responsible behavior when hanging out with my 

friends unsupervised (Middle School) 

We learned that increased responsibility doesn’t just come with age, it 
comes with showing that you are responsible enough to handle it. 
Believe your students can do it. Set your expectations realistically. Let 
them show you how responsible they can be. 

_________________________________________ 
After School Activities 
The after-school sports for 2018-19 will be Girls and Boys Basketball, 
and Track and Field.  Girls Basketball begins mid-October through 
December, Boys Basketball will start in January through March and 
Track and Field will run mid-March through May.  
  

Girls interested in playing basketball should pick up participation forms 
from the office.  Fees will be $26.  Practices will be Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 3:15 – 4:45 beginning October 10th.  Forms and payment 
must be turned in to the office before student can begin practice.  Mrs. 
Thowson and our coaches are looking forward to a great year! 

 
 

Student Council News 
Student Council is an organization that gives students an opportunity 
to develop leadership skills by organizing and carrying out school 
activities and service projects.  It is also the voice of the student 
body.  Any 6th – 8th grade student interested in Student Council should 
meet in Sr. Lindquist’s classroom Wednesday, October 17th at lunch 
to learn more about running for office.  
 

Parent, Teacher, Student Organization 
Thank you to all the parents who helped with our Meet the Teacher 
BBQ and Ice Cream Social!  Thanks to Travis Rice and RC Willey for 
donating the ice cream and hot dogs!  We couldn’t have done it 
without you!  
 
If you or someone you know owns a business and would like to be a 
Business Sponsor, please visit the school website or our Facebook 
page for the link to donate. You may also give a donation check to the 
school. Remember business sponsorships are tax deductible!  
 
Our 8th Annual Harvest Festival will be November 2nd!  It’s a free 
event where parents and kids can come and play free carnival-style 
games with their teachers.  There will be food and $1 raffle tickets to 
purchase to help cover our costs.  If you’d like to help with food, raffle 
prizes, or help teachers with their games, let us know!  An online sign-
up for 30-minute blocks of time will be available soon.   
 
Box Tops Collections are the last Friday of each month.  Students 
who’ve brought in box tops will receive a small prize for participating.  
Every 10 Box Tops earns $1 for our school!  Please save them and 
ask friends and neighbors to save theirs for us too!  
 
Students at HCCS are learning about recycling clean paper and 
cardboard.  Please encourage students to recycle and practice sorting 
recyclables from the garbage!  Thank you to the 8th grade science 
class for doing your trash investigation and sharing what you learned 
about the importance of recycling in our school!  
 
Our next PTSO meeting is Thursday, Oct. 11 @ 3:30pm – snacks 
and childcare are provided.  Bring a friend!  Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/HCCSPTSO or email us at ptso@hccs481.org. 
 

Middle School Update 
We’re off to a great start in the middle school!  Things are busy and 
exciting as students are fully engaged in their classes and teachers 
are working hard to support them!  Here are a few updates and 
reminders. 

• Middle school students were given a planner to help them 
stay organized and remember their responsibilities.  Check 
in with them, ask to see it, and encourage them to use it daily 
to stay organized and on task. 

• Middle school lunch is at 12:40. Students may bring a small, 
healthy snack to eat during 4th period (food is not allowed in 
classroom at any other time).  Please help your child stay 
healthy and focused by ensuring that their snack really is 
healthy (fruit, a cheese stick, a granola bar, etc.). 

• Please help us keep the school clean by reminding your 
students that gum is not allowed at school at any time. 

• After taking math and ELA assessments, students have 
been placed in targeted, intervention groups to learn and 
practice specific skills.  Students will work on math, reading, 
and writing activities during our 6th period intervention block 
every Tuesday through Friday.  Mondays are reserved as an 
advisory time, where students work with a teacher to check 
grades, organize their lockers, and work on activities related 
to our core characteristics. 

• Don’t forget that you can log in to your PowerSchool account 
to see your child’s grades and missing work.  Encourage 
your student to check in with their teachers to set up a time 
to get extra help if they need it.  
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