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TAB 1: ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, BYLAWS,
SIGNATURES AND MISSION STATEMENT
See Appendices for Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws and Signatures of Qualified
Electors
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HCCS Vision and Mission Statements
Vision:
To create:





High Academic Achievement
Continuous Love of Learning
Communication that is Effective and a
Safe and Respectful Environment

Mission:
The Mission of Heritage Community Charter School is to create an atmosphere of mutual
respect where students feel safe and are challenged to become their best selves as they
develop a curiosity and love of learning that will continue throughout their lives and
prepares them for post-secondary education, careers, and service in their communities as
well educated leaders who desire to preserve a democratic society and who act with
integrity and character.
Philosophy:
Heritage Community Charter School’s philosophy lies with the strong belief that all
children can learn. It is our goal to prepare each student with personal tools that will
assist them in life’s choices. We do so by addressing the needs of the Whole Child –
Body, Mind, and Spirit:
Body: The atmosphere of the school and the classrooms will reflect mutual respect
so that students will feel empowered to take risks necessary for growth and
learning. Mistakes will be seen as opportunities to learn and all ideas will be
valued.
Teachers will possess positive attitudes necessary to shape and facilitate
learning in the classroom through encouraging, believing in the students,
caring and requiring excellence in every detail.
Mind: We will seek to challenge every student all of the time through a coherent and
orderly classical education curriculum.
We will have high expectations of our students, and our teachers will possess
knowledge and skill necessary to assist students in achieving those high
expectations.
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Students will learn to value knowledge for knowledge’s sake.
Spirit: Students will develop the self-esteem necessary to allow them to achieve their
personal goals and to become active, responsible members of their
communities.
Staff members will develop a specific character education plan and calendar
of activities and events each year that will help students and the HCCS
community understand and implement the character traits identified. The
HCCS administrator will present the plan and calendar to the board of
directors for approval by July 1st of each year.
The goal of HCCS is also for students to leave our school bilingual and bi-literate in
Spanish and English. We believe we cannot accomplish this by providing Spanish as a
foreign language class. Our students will need to use the language to learn something
every day in order to become proficient. Our plan is to provide immersion experiences
for our students.
Our teachers will use research based strategies when teaching the core subjects. But they
will also use those same strategies, along with research based strategies for second
language learners, to teach some of the core concepts in Spanish. For example,
elementary students will have a language arts block during the morning. And in the
afternoon, during “Spanish class”, they will have 45 minutes to learn an additional
language arts lesson. But this lesson will be taught in Spanish using curriculum materials
written in Spanish. Although teachers will be using similar strategies in both sessions,
the experience for the student will be very different.
Heritage Community Charter School seeks to replicate the successful curriculum model
of instruction and school culture implemented by Xavier Charter School in Twin Falls.
The HCCS founders believe that the educational model utilized by Xavier has a proven
record of success and the establishment of a charter school, in Canyon County, that seeks
to develop students who are proficient in English and Spanish as well as meet high
academic standards will provide an additional choice to families in Caldwell to meet the
needs of their children and assist the traditional school district in successfully preparing
students to contribute to our community in meaningful ways. The Heritage Community
Charter School educational program will be exemplified by:
•

the consistency of the instruction models used throughout K-12. Starting with
direct instruction in the lower grades and progressing through to Socratic
Teaching, concept development, synectics and inquiry models; students will be
able to recognize instructional models from grade to grade. Instruction will have
the appearance of a spectrum, rather than a patchwork quilt. Students will be able
to take those instructional techniques and incorporate them into learning
strategies.
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•

the consistency of the cultural/climate expectations. Behavioral standards are the
same for each classroom and teacher throughout the school.

Classical Education shall be defined as teaching by the same educational principles and
toward the same educational pursuits as the ancients. To do so is known as the Trivium,
Latin for “the three roads”. The three classical subjects are called Grammar (Elementary
years), Logic (Middle School years), and Rhetoric (High School years). Levels of
development in the classical sense are Knowledge, Understanding, and Wisdom. The
picture is that human beings have three areas of mental capacity: one for gathering up
information (Knowledge), a second for arranging the information in a logical order
(Understanding), and a third for putting this information and this ordering to
practical use (Wisdom). These three capacities are mutually dependent upon each other,
but have a logical and developmental order between them. They all develop at the same
time, from birth, yet they each pass through periods of intensive development until they
finally meet each other and work harmoniously together.
Socratic Teaching shall be defined as a powerful, teaching tactic for fostering critical
thinking where the focus is on giving students questions, not answers. Teachers model
the Socratic method by continually probing into the subject with questions directed at the
student.
Synectics shall be defined as an approach to creative thinking that depends on
understanding together that which is apparently different. Its main tool is analogy or
metaphor.
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TAB 2: PROPOSED OPERATIONS
Proposed Operations
The Heritage Community Charter School will function as a non-profit organization,
organized and managed under the Idaho Nonprofit Corporation Act, as outlined in the
school's Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation. Accordingly, the organizational flow
chart representing the flow of information and the chain of command is as follows:

Board of Directors

Principal

Teachers

Student

Parents

The above flow chart includes, but is not limited to, the following details:
•

The Board, as a board, shall have the full power and duty to manage and oversee
the operation of the Corporation’s business.

•

The Board of Directors will have the responsibility to approve the selection of the
school Principal, who may not be one of its members. The Board also will be
responsible for hearing, and approving or disapproving, the recommendations of
the school Principal with respect to changes in staffing, programs, or curriculum.

•

The Board of Directors and PTSO (Parent Teacher Student Organization) of
Heritage Community Charter School may provide consultation to the Principal
regarding ongoing plans for the school.

•

The Board will, when necessary, adjudicate disagreements between parents and
the administration.

•

The Board is responsible to the authorized chartering entity directly.

•

The Principal (Administrator) represents the Board of Directors of the Charter
School as the liaison between the Board and the charter school.
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•

The Principal supervises, directly or indirectly, all employees of the charter
school.

The school may hire staff or contract with a service provider for services such as
transportation, food service, accounting, business management, or other business or
educational services.
Target Student Population/Primary Attendance Area
The Primary Attendance Area of Heritage Community Charter School will include the
following: the boundary of Caldwell School District, plus the intersection of Homedale
Road and Farmway Road south to Orchard Avenue – Orchard Avenue East to Midway
Road – Midway road north to Caldwell Boulevard – and Caldwell Boulevard northwest
to Ustick Road. See image to the side.
Note: The “red” border indicates
the boundary for Caldwell School
District (boundary to the north).
The “yellow” border (boundary to
the south) indicates the additional
area that combines with the district
boundaries to constitute the Primary
Area of Attendance.

Potential Effects on the District
Heritage Community Charter
School will be located within the
Caldwell School District
Boundaries and anticipates serving students from Caldwell, Vallivue, Nampa, Marsing
and other small school districts within Canyon County.
Heritage Community Charter School plans to open in the fall of 2011 with two classes of
30 students each in grades K-6 (60 students per grade); one class of 30 students in grade
7; one class of 30 students in grade 8 and a total of 40 students in grades 9-12.
HCCS plans to expand grades 7 and 8 in the 2012-2013 school year to 60 students per
grade. Maximum enrollment in HCCS will be 540 students. While the founders of
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HCCS are sensitive to the struggles of public charter schools expanding into secondary
education, the founders believe that offering a pilot secondary program beginning in the
initial year of operation will give HCCS an opportunity to collect data and make
adjustments that will allow the secondary program to be fully implemented and
successfully functioning by the time the secondary program is full (the 2017-2018 school
year). In addition, the founders of HCCS will be able to offer a unique secondary
program designed to provide instruction in the core content areas utilizing the HCCS
educational model. Planned expansion for grades 9-12, and/or increasing the number of
students per grade in subsequent years will be dependent upon total enrollment, facility,
budget needs, surveyed parental support, students’ pre-registration and upon the approval
from the Heritage Community Charter School Board of Directors.
The loss of ADA income (in local districts) due to HCCS’s enrollment will be offset by
the increase in projected population for Canyon County. In addition, HCCS expects to
attract students currently enrolled in virtual charter schools and students currently
participating in home schooling and will therefore minimally impact the Caldwell School
District financially.
Although we recognize the strength of the local school district, there is a dual benefit a
new public charter school will bring to our community. First, it will allow parents to
choose a specific focus that meets the learning style and needs of their child. Second,
parents make a conscious decision on where to have their child educated creating greater
community buy-in to the educational process. This gain of choice not only benefits those
attending public charter schools but also those attending traditional public schools.
HCCS is proud to offer another choice of quality learning in a thriving, progressive
School District. We are committed to remain a good neighbor in the educational
community.
Facilities
We recognize the difficulties and resources needed to secure adequate facilities for public
charter schools. With that in mind, we have selected several proposed locations for
HCCS’s future school facility. Upon approval, HCCS will develop a formal facility plan
that takes into consideration our expected enrollment, staff size, revenues, and growth.
Adoption of this facility plan will allow the Board of Directors to assess facility needs,
evaluate and select a site, and explore our financing options.
Notwithstanding the likelihood of a modular campus in our early years, it will be the
ultimate goal to provide a permanent structure that will meet the needs of the school’s
academic program. Due to the difficulties associated with financing in the current market,
HCCS plans to utilize modular classrooms to meet its facility needs in the first few years
of operation.
In an effort to select a site that will meet current and future needs, locations will be
considered based on factors such as convenience for transportation, safety, diversity of
the immediate surrounding neighborhoods, code requirements, access to major utilities,
topography, affordability, etc.
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Regardless of the location or type of facility, Heritage Community Charter School will
acknowledge and certify that the facilities used will meet all requirements for health,
safety, fire and accessibility prior to the opening of the school and will provide for the
regular inspections of the facilities by authorized inspectors for the aforementioned
compliance. Any facilities that the Board secures on behalf of the school will meet the
legal requirements described above. For potential sites, see Appendix E.
At this point, we have discussed our facility needs and received a commitment from a
group of investors that are experienced in charter school facilities and are willing to assist
us identify, secure, and develop a site that will accommodate our building needs (See
Appendix L).
As part of our facility due diligence, we have also researched the specific zoning
requirements applicable to any of the listed choices. In Caldwell, the municipal code
provides that a charter school and all accessory buildings are considered a permitted use
in any residential zoning district so long as certain requirements are met – examples
include limitations on proximity to fire stations, industrial zones, airport overlay, etc. In
the event our chosen site does not comply with the code restrictions, HCCS will go
through the process of obtaining a special use permit with the city. While a special use
permit would require additional time, it does provide HCCS with significant freedom if
the most desirable location does not fit the parameters established for a permitted use.
The ultimate goal of Heritage Community Charter School will be to provide a facility in a
convenient location that will both ensure the safety and enhance the education of our
students. Due to the difficulties associated with financing in the current market, HCCS
will likely utilize modular classrooms to meet its facility needs in the first few years of
operation. We have spoken with several temporary classroom companies and have
identified our needs and broken out our anticipated costs for the first several years of
operation. For our first year, at a minimum we will seek modular units that contain
restroom facilities, accommodate at least two classrooms, and have all the requisite
permitting and licensing for the State of Idaho – a sample classroom floor plan is
included above. We are aware of other units that accommodate more classrooms and can
be more cost efficient, but their availability is limited. Therefore, for planning purposes,
we will utilize a standard 28x64 two-classroom unit. In addition to the classroom space,
we have included in our budget an administrative modular unit. This trailer will be used
to house student records and will include a teacher break room, principal’s office,
secretary’s office, etc. An example is provided below:
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While the amount we have budgeted for our facility costs can be found in Appendix J, the
following table provides a more detailed breakdown of HCCS’s yearly expenses as it
relates to the transportation, set up, development, and lease of its facilities in years one
through three:

Please take note: under both the best and worst case scenarios, the year one “costs”
reflect 10.5 months of rent (beginning mid-August). Also note, the mobile administrative
office building shown above is approximately $400 less per month in rent; however, the
difference was not included in an effort to provide flexibility in the event unforeseen
costs arise.
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As of the date of this submission, the HCCS board is waiting for additional
documentation regarding its ability to secure land for its modular campus.
Administrative Services
Administrative services will be provided by the Heritage Community Charter School
Principal supplemented by other contracted services as needed. Annual programmatic
and financial reports will be presented to the Board of Directors and the authorized
chartering entity. The Principal will also serve as the liaison between the Heritage
Community Charter School and its Board of Directors, and parents. The Principal, in
coordination with the Heritage Community Charter School Board of Directors, will
determine the day-to-day operations of Heritage Community Charter School.
Potential Civil Liability & Insurance Commitment
The Idaho Public Charter School Commission (the “IPCSC”) shall have no liability for
the acts, omissions, debts or other obligations of Heritage Community Charter School.
Heritage Community Charter School shall obtain its own liability insurance and insure its
governing board, employees, contents, equipment, and fixtures against injury, damage, or
loss. Additionally, both the facility provider and HCCS shall insure their respective
interests against damage and for liability exposures with minimum limits of liability of
not less than $1,000,000 per person, $5,000,000 aggregate or such limits as imposed by
the State requirement or as otherwise determined by the board. All such insurance
policies shall name Heritage Community Charter School as an additional insured and
provide for at least ten (10) days written notice prior to cancellation. The facility provider
and Heritage Community Charter School shall provide to each other certificates of
insurance prior to the commencement date of facility occupancy evidencing such
coverage.
All contract service providers are required to have adequate limits of liability insurance
as determined by the board or other state requirement and shall maintain the same
throughout any contract period. Heritage Community Charter School shall operate its
business in conformance with all local, state and federal environmental laws.
Specific documentation of the above outlined requirements is contained in the respective
insurance policies negotiated with the insurance providers.
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TAB 3: EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
Educational Goals
It is the goal of Heritage Community Charter School to pursue a quest for excellence in
all things … for students, teachers and administrators. This lofty goal comes with the
realization that excellence is never an accident – it comes from careful planning, exacting
actions and precise follow through so that excellence becomes the norm, the habit that
students, teachers and administrators will work toward every day.
This will be accomplished through strict adherence to the Thoroughness Standards.
Educational Thoroughness Standards
Standard 1. A safe environment conducive to learning is provided.
Goal: In keeping with our theme of addressing the needs of the whole child; body, mind
and spirit, the goal of Heritage Community Charter School is to provide surroundings that
maximize the learning process by having a safe and orderly facility where students will
be academically challenged without the fear of threat.
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Develop procedures of conduct for students for proper behavior in the class and
around the school. Procedures help establish a non-threatening environment
where students are allowed to make mistakes without the anxiety of ridicule.
Develop a plan of action for addressing discipline concerns that emphasizes
character building concepts that allows students to choose the right course of
action.
Provide a staff/student handbook that provides rules and guidelines for physical
safety. These guidelines will include and not be limited to the procedures for fire
drills, visitors, reporting unsafe equipment, methods for checking students in and
out of school, notification of parents’ rights, and staff monitoring responsibilities..
Provide a facility that meets all required city, state, and federal health,
accessibility, safety, fire, and building codes for public schools, and is inspected
as required to ensure the safety of students and staff.
Establish, publish, and enforce policies that define acceptable and unacceptable
behavior, including zero tolerance for weapons, and use or sale of alcohol,
tobacco, and drugs. (see appendices for these policies.)
Create an environment that encourages parents and other adults to visit the school
and participate in the school’s activities.
Students will be required to wear a school uniform to help create an environment
that is conducive to learning.
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Standard 2. Educators are empowered to maintain classroom discipline. Each staff
member has the right to teach without fear of violence.
Goal: Create uniform school wide discipline and consequence procedures that are
founded in dignity and logic. Consistency from all classrooms, to the playground, to the
lunch room and anywhere else on the school property will insure equitable handling of
infractions.
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•
•
•
•

Develop a student handbook providing a code of conduct including clear
expectations and consequences for unacceptable behavior, and a process for
teachers to handle minor and major infractions in the classroom setting.
Teach appropriate behaviors and foster responsible decision-making skills where
students assume responsibility for their own behavior.
Establish and maintain consistent rules aligned throughout the school.
Celebrate the success of good behavior

Standard 3. The basic values of honesty, self-discipline, unselfishness, respect for
authority, and the central importance of work are emphasized.
Goal: Educate students as to classical views of self-command using traditional teaching
methods so that each student will; recognize pillars of character, practice virtuous actions,
and be able to differentiate between right and wrong
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•

Have teachers model desired behaviors and attitudes such as those set forth in the
following Virtues (from The Book of Virtues by William J. Bennett), and Eight
Expectations for Living:

Virtues –
Responsibility
Courage
Work

Friendship
Self-Discipline
Perseverance

Compassion
Loyalty
Honesty

Eight Expectations for Living –
1. We will value one another as unique and special individuals.
2. We will not laugh at or make fun of a person’s mistakes nor use sarcasm or
putdown.
3. We will use good manners, saying “please,” “thank you,” and “excuse me”
and allow others to go first.
4. We will cheer each other to success.
5. We will help one another whenever possible.
6. We will recognize every effort and applaud it.
7. We will encourage each other to do our best.
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8. We will practice virtuous living, using the Life Principles.
•
•
•

Help students strive for excellence in learning and practicing the Life Principles
and Eight Expectations for Living.
Display every student’s work in some positive form with teachers providing
positive commentary through oral and/or written feedback.
Daily recite or reflect upon a school, class and/or personal creed to reaffirm
commitment to excellence.

Standard 4. The skills necessary to communicate effectively are taught.
Goal: To equip each student with the necessary communication skills to prepare them for
the 21st century.
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•
•
•
•

Emphasize students and teachers speaking in complete sentences and addressing
one another by name, demonstrating mutual respect and common courtesy.
Use enriched vocabulary that is drawn directly from classical education sources
such as classic literature, myths, fables, poetry, proverbs, quotes, foundational
writings and other genres.
Emphasize and practice good listening skills and techniques
Emphasize meaningful language experience through daily memory work,
recitations and/or writing that are exuberant and full of expression

Elementary (Grades K-5):
The conviction that learning more than one language is important for every child
guides HCC’s commitment to a dual-language program. Language is not only a
means to communicate and an instrument for thinking; it is also an important tool
for understanding and appreciating the thoughts of others in our increasingly
multicultural world. Knowing two languages is a marketable skill, thus
expanding the individual child’s later opportunities for constructive engagement
with society.
There are cognitive benefits as well. According to Michael Rosanova, Ph.D., a
professor of education at Chicago State University, a Montessori-certified teacher,
and an expert in bilingual education, “Long term, children who have gone through
an early childhood dual-language immersion experience show greater cognitive
flexibility, greater facility in concept formation, greater creativity and problemsolving skills in verbal and math problems, and, obviously, a greater facility of
vocabulary.
“Learning a language, however, occurs most effectively and efficiently at a very
early age – young children are highly receptive to language acquisition, and
second language learning comes most easily early on in a child’s life.”
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Elementary students at HCCS will be at the perfect age for dual-language
learning.
•

Secondary (Grades 6-12):
The philosophy and purpose are the same for the secondary program with a
greater emphasis on college preparation. Students who have completed five or
more years of elementary instruction at HCCS should be able to demonstrate biliterate proficiency. Core classes will be taught in English in the secondary
program. Spanish instruction, however, may continue through elective classes if
the board of directors determines the need for additional Spanish instruction.
Students in grades 6-12 will receive instruction in Latin which will prepare them
for post-secondary study and enhance their overall understanding of languages.

Standard 5. A basic curriculum necessary to enable students to enter academic or
professional-technical post-secondary educational programs is provided.
Goal: Help children establish strong foundations of knowledge, grade by grade through a
solid, specific, shared core curriculum that will provide all children, regardless of
background, with the shared knowledge they need to be included in our national literate
culture.
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•

•

•
•
•

Use the Idaho State Board of Education’s Standards as a foundation to be
enhanced by the Core Knowledge Sequence and an advanced liberal arts high
school curriculum that will provide the knowledge necessary for higher levels of
learning.
Develop a spectrum of instructional strategies that are research driven/data proven
to ensure student learning, including but not limited to direct instruction, Socratic
Teaching, concept development, synectics and inquiry models that are consistent
throughout K-12.
Use field trips and career development discussions when appropriate.
Teach students as a whole group, thoroughly and to mastery, with intensive and
specific modifications insuring success for all including identified special needs
students.
Expect teachers to “teach on their feet”, meaning engaging students personally,
adjusting instruction as necessary and holding high expectations of all students.

Curriculum Emphasis - Special Emphasis:
• Elementary (K-5): HCCS will offer a Spanish language program to enable
students to become bilingual and bi-literate. The curriculum will incorporate
theoretical foundations of bilingual education and second-language acquisition to
implement effective program model. The goal of HCCS is for students to leave
our school bilingual and bi-literate in both Spanish and English. The process for
achieving that goal, however, will require that the school develop the capacity to
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•
•

•

•

•

•

provide Spanish instruction in phases. Full implementation will be achieved by
the end of year 4 of operation.
For draft implementation model, please see appendix I
Oral language development will be the focus of the Spanish program in
kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades. Reading and writing in Spanish will be added in
3rd grade. Spanish as a Second Language (SSL) strategies will be used for those
students who transfer to our school and are behind in their Spanish language
development.
Secondary (6-12): Students will receive instruction in core subjects in English.
The founders believe that all students can learn and can achieve high standards.
The school is committed to providing the support necessary for diverse learners to
participate in the HCCS educational program. While our program focuses on a
rigorous curriculum, HCCS will modify, adapt and design instruction to meet the
needs of individual students when appropriate.
HCCS will develop a rigorous secondary program designed to prepare students
for success in post-secondary education and the workforce. The founders of
HCCS believe that by beginning operations with a small, pilot secondary program
of 100 students and expanding as each year’s 5th graders move into secondary
school, the school will be able to collect data and modify the program in order to
effectively meet the needs of students and achieve the vision of HCCS. A draft
secondary school program model is included in Appendix I.
Secondary students (grades 6-12) will engage in a challenging course of study that
includes courses in all core content areas. By full implementation, HCCS expects
students to complete six years of instruction in math beginning with pre-algebra in
7th grade; six years of instruction in laboratory science; six years of instruction in
English/language arts and six years of instruction in social studies. In addition,
students will complete requirements in humanities, health, speech, physical
education and elective courses. HCCS will offer students the opportunity to take
Latin in grades 6 through 12 and advanced Spanish classes including dual credit
and/or AP Spanish.
It is the goal of the HCCS founders to develop a robust dual credit program for
secondary students that will allow students to finish a substantial number of
college credits prior to high school graduation.

Standard 6. The skills necessary for the students to enter the workforce are taught.
Goal: Provide students with: communication skills so that they can interact with others;
cultural literacy, so that they possess a reservoir of common facts, ideas and references
known to all in the culture; and real world work related experiences.
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•
•

Provide a strong foundation in classical education that includes basic reading,
writing, science, social studies, and computational skills.
Provide a technology-rich environment, encouraging the effective use of
technology as a tool in the workplace of the 21st century.
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•

•

•

Enable students to develop the following intellectual habits important in the work
place: adapting to new situations and responding effectively to new information;
solving problems; locating and evaluating information from a variety of sources;
making flexible connection among various disciplines of thought; thinking
logically and making informed judgments.
Enable students to develop the following personal habits important in the work
place: accepting responsibility for personal decisions and actions; honesty,
courage, and integrity; a healthy lifestyle; empathy, courtesy, and respect for
differences among people; self-confidence; concentration and perseverance;
responsible time management; assuming a fair share of the work load; and
working cooperatively with others to reach group consensus.
Provide students with jobs in their classrooms and throughout the school to teach
the importance of work, instill ownership in the school, and to help them learn the
skills that they will need to enter the work force. These skills include taking
instruction from supervisors, learning a task, and accomplishing a task in a timely
manner.

Standard 7. The students are introduced to current technology.
Goal: Provide students with a technology-rich environment using tools such as
computers, scientific equipment, and networks linked to local and nationwide resources.
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•
•
•

Use interactive technology as tools in an integrated educational program rather
than as primary instructional delivery systems.
Emphasize the acquisition of basic computer skills as a supplementary medium of
communication and research to complement other approaches.
Use computers as tools for such activities as accessing research information,
authoring, computation, record keeping, data storage, and communication.

Standard 8. The importance of students acquiring the skills to enable them to be
responsible citizens of their homes, schools, and communities is emphasized.
Goal: Provide students with opportunities to become involved in the community so as to
develop the skills and understanding necessary to become responsible citizens in their
respective jobs and communities of the 21st century.
Objectives: Heritage Community Charter School will:
•
•

Enable students to develop habits of responsible citizens by following the
guidelines outlined under Standard 3 with respect to the Life Principals and the
Eight Expectations for Living.
Enable students to understand and apply concepts and principles embedded in
each of the social studies: history, geography, political science, economics and
constitutional studies.
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•

•

Further enhance the ability of students to assess needs, prioritize in decision
making, plan an approach, implement a plan, and evaluate the result as part of the
community service aspect of the curriculum. This will take the form of the
classroom community service projects:
K-5 – community projects established and supported by class parents
6-8 – class sponsored community projects
9-11 – individual/small group community projects
12 – Community action piece as part of the student’s senior project
Plan for further growth in career guidance and development as we expand into the
high school grades.

Heritage Community Charter School will achieve the Thoroughness Standards by:
implementing a classical education curriculum that is Solid, Sequenced, Specific and
Shared; by establishing a culture of great expectations of all students, faculty and
administration; and by developing a community of learning and professional
development among the staff.
Definition of “Educated Person”
The “Educated Person” in the 21st Century will need to be a true learner of the world.
The person must have the skill to learn, evaluate information and respond appropriately
to challenges. In addition, the worker of tomorrow will need to possess life skills to
allow him or her to become a successful member of the community. Communication is
an essential part of an educated person’s life and the educated person strives to
communicate with others effectively. To ensure the learning process, HCCS will
concentrate on three areas: curriculum, climate and instruction.
How Learning Best Occurs
The founders of Heritage Community Charter School believe that learning best occurs in
an environment that challenges students academically and encourages them to excel.
HCCS believes that students will learn when provided with a strong foundation in the
core content areas, language development opportunities and elective choices that are
engaging. HCCS also believes that learning occurs best in an environment that promotes
respect for others and strong character development. HCCS will provide students with
this type of environment and educational opportunities designed to help all students
succeed.
Curriculum Overview
For the sake of academic excellence, greater fairness, and higher literacy, schools need a
solid, specific, shared core curriculum in order to help children establish strong
foundations of knowledge, grade by grade. Heritage Community Charter School will
remain aligned with the general goals and curriculum of the Idaho State Standards while
incorporating the concepts of classical education as outlined here:
• Solid Foundations - Many people say that knowledge is changing so fast that what
students learn today will soon be outdated. While current events and technology
are constantly changing, there is nevertheless a body of lasting knowledge that
should form the core of the curriculum. Such solid knowledge includes, for
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•

•

•

example, the basic principles of constitutional government, important events of
world history, essential elements of mathematics and of oral and written
expression, widely acknowledged masterpieces of art and music, and stories and
poems passed down from generation to generation.
Sequenced - Knowledge builds on knowledge. Children learn new knowledge by
building on what they already know. Only a system that clearly defines the
knowledge and skills required to participate in each successive grade can be
equitable and fair for all students. For this reason a clear outline of content to be
learned grade by grade will be developed. This sequential building of knowledge
not only helps ensure that children enter each new grade ready to learn, but also
helps prevent the many repetitions and gaps.
Specific – A classical education curriculum sequence is distinguished by its
specificity. By clearly specifying important knowledge in language arts, history
and geography, math, science, and the fine arts, the curriculum presents a
practical answer to the question, "What do our children need to know?"
Shared - Literacy depends on shared knowledge. To be literate means, in part, to
be familiar with a broad range of knowledge taken for granted by speakers and
writers. For example, when sportscasters refer to an upset victory as "David
knocking off Goliath," or when reporters refer to a "threatened presidential veto,"
they are assuming that their audience shares certain knowledge. One goal of the
curriculum will be to provide all children, regardless of background, with the
shared knowledge they need to be included in our national literate culture.

Character Education/School Climate
It is with the realization that no matter how good a curriculum is, no matter how prepared
the teachers are, and no matter how new, updated and technologically advanced a facility
is, if there is not the belief that every child can learn, and every teacher can make a
difference, then all is for naught.
With this in mind, HCCS will strive to follow the “Great Expectations” Life Principles
and the Eight Expectations for Living as outlined in Thoroughness Standard #3.
The Great Expectations Model is guided by six basic Tenets. These Tenets provide
guidelines for training and implementation and serve as standards for evaluating the
school, teachers and staff. The Tenets are as follows:
•
•

•

High Expectations - Teachers must hold high expectations of students. When
students recognize those expectations, they will respond by reaching upward to
achieve them.
Teacher Attitude and Responsibility - Teachers who have positive attitudes
possess the influence necessary to shape the attitudes of students. The teacher’s
attitude is one of a facilitator of learning who encourages and believes in students,
and who requires excellence in every detail.
All Children Can Learn - All children can learn no matter what labels are placed
upon them, whether it is learning disabled, low socioeconomic status, unstable
home life, inner-city, or rural.
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•
•

•

Building Self-Esteem - Building self-esteem is the key to helping students believe
they are capable of learning and motivating them to try.
Climate of Mutual Respect - Students are empowered to take risks necessary for
growth when encompassed in a climate of mutual respect in which mistakes are
seen as opportunities to learn and their ideas and efforts are appreciated. The
teacher must extend the same respect to students that he/she desires to receive
from them.
Teacher Knowledge and Skill - The teacher must be knowledgeable and skillful in
learning theory and teaching methods that enable students to achieve academic
and social success.

With the Tenets comes Seventeen Classroom Practices to guide implementation of the
ideal into each classroom. Consistency from classroom to classroom will be the hallmark
for HCCS.
Classroom Practices:
1. The teacher models desired behaviors and attitudes such as those set forth in the
Life Principles and the Eight Expectations for Living.
2. Students and teachers speak in complete sentences and address one another by
name, demonstrating mutual respect and common courtesy.
3. Students are taught as a whole group, thoroughly and to mastery, with intensive
and specific modifications insuring success for all.
4. Lessons are integrated, related to the real world, reviewed consistently, and
connected to subsequent curricula.
5. Critical thinking skills are taught.
6. A non-threatening environment, conducive to risk-taking, is evident. Mistakes are
okay. Students are taught to learn from their mistakes and to correct them.
7. Memory work, recitations, and/or writing occur daily. These enhance character
development and effective communication skills while extending curricula.
Recitations are exuberant and full of expression.
8. Enriched vocabulary is evident and is drawn directly from challenging writings
and/or wisdom literature. Sources should include classic literature, myths, fables,
poetry, proverbs, quotes, and other genres.
9. The Magic Triad (a kind word, a gentle touch and a smile), a positive and caring
environment, and discipline with dignity and logic are evident.
10. Every student’s work is displayed in some form. Teachers provide positive
commentary through oral and/or written feedback.
11. Word identification skills are used as a foundation for expanding the use of the
English and Spanish languages.
12. Students assume responsibility for their own behavior. Their choices determine
consequences.
13. A school, class, or personal creed is recited or reflected upon daily to reaffirm
commitment to excellence.
14. All students experience success. The teacher guarantees it by comparing students
to their own past performance, not the performance of others. Students are
showcased, and past failures are disregarded.
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15. The teacher teaches on his/her feet, engages students personally, holds high
expectations of students, and does not limit them to grade level or perceived
ability.
16. Teachers and students celebrate the successes of others.
Parent Involvement
Enrollment at Heritage Academy will provide unique and meaningful opportunities for
parental involvement by actively encouraging parent participation in HCCS’s Parent
Organization, involvement in school management and volunteer work.
HCCS encourages all of our parents to be highly involved in their child(ren)’s education
and in the Heritage Community. HCCS understands that parent involvement may look
different for each family and values all efforts parents make to support their child’s
education. Some examples of parent involvement may include:
• Asking your child what he/she learned in school each day
• Reviewing your child’s homework with him/her
• Reading with your child
• Attending quarterly conferences
• Communicating with your child’s teacher by phone, email or in person
• Volunteering at the school
• Helping the school with activities
HCCS Parent Teacher Student Organization
Parents/Guardians and grandparents of HCCS students may become members of the
HCCS Parent Teacher Student Organization.
Members of the HCCS Parent Teacher Student Organization will:
Potentially serve on a board appointed task force or committee to investigate and
research specific items related to school policy, procedure, programs, and
curriculum.
Executive members of the Organization will be encouraged to attend the
governing board meetings.
Volunteer time to the school.
Organize volunteer opportunities and potentially produce a monthly newsletter.
Organize fundraising opportunities.
Background checks, where applicable, will be performed on volunteers working
with students.
Students at HCCS may participate in a student government organization. Students will
have a minimum of one representative from the student government organization attend
the Parent Teacher Student Organization monthly meeting.
Volunteer Time
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HCCS will rely on parents and their willingness to volunteer their time to assist with the
daily operation of the school as well as after school programs. Parent volunteerism is
strictly optional, but it is encouraged for the benefit of the students. The school will
regularly distribute volunteer information to parents that will allow them to sign up for
service in areas of expertise or interest. This will allow parents to provide the most
meaningful service, and simultaneously provide the school with the ability to coordinate
parent service with school needs. Additionally, the school will advertise specific
assistance in its newsletter and website when needed.
HCCS will also appoint a committee member to schedule and coordinate volunteer
services for parents who wish to donate their time to the school. This individual will be
charged with maintaining parent volunteer information and notifying parents of
opportunities at the school. Examples of parent volunteer opportunities include but are
not limited to:
Recess assistance
School tours
Computer support
At-home repair of student wear
Daily cleanup
Classroom aid/support
At-home work for teachers
Baking dishes for special events
Assembly Support

Playground monitoring
Computer lab assistant
Field trips
Fundraising
Traffic/Parking assistance
Building maintenance
Set construction & design
Library assistance
Parent Organization

The foregoing list is non-exhaustive and may change from time to time on an “asneeded” basis.
Instructional Model
Similar to the curriculum, instructional models must be solid, sequenced, specific and
shared. Solid in that models used must be proven, data supported techniques that
intensify the learning experience for students. Sequenced so that what is started in
Kindergarten, continues throughout each grade, adapting and changing as needed for
each new grade level, but recognizable none the less. Specific so that it targets each topic,
so that teaching is with a purpose. And Shared – HCCS will establish itself as a learning
community of teachers – each one teaching and learning from each other.
Logistically, each teacher will be on a rotation to receive specific, targeted professional
development approved by the Board of Directors that supports HCCS’s vision and
mission statements. They in turn will be the mentors/instructors of that professional
development to the rest of the staff. This will insure that not only will each teacher will
receive quality professional development every few years. Each teacher will have the
responsibility and opportunity of being a team leader for Heritage Community Charter
School.
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Targeted initial instructional professional development will be obtained from Great
Expectations, Core Knowledge, and in dual language instruction and/or others as
recommended by the Principal and teachers and approved by HCCS’s Board of Directors.
HCCS will explore opportunities to provide enrichment and remediation programs before
school, after school and during school breaks to allow students to receive additional
support for instruction. HCCS will also develop a peer tutoring or mentoring program
that allows elementary students to work with secondary students to build upon students’
knowledge and skills in the content areas and to enhance the HCCS community by
developing cross-grade level relationships. HCCS secondary students will be required to
participate in the peer mentoring program in order to fulfill community service
requirements for specific secondary classes.
Special Education Services
Heritage Community Charter School will comply with the Individuals with Disabilities in
Education Act (“IDEA”), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (“Section 504”), and the
Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”).
To ensure the provision of a free and appropriate public education to all school-age
children in need of Special Education Services, Heritage Community Charter School
provides a Special Education Program in accordance with federal and state regulations
and guidelines. Specifically, Heritage Community Charter School adopts and complies
with the current Idaho Special Education manual from the State Department of
Education. To the best of our knowledge this manual reflects IDEA guidelines and
Special Education Best Practices. The Heritage Community Charter School Principal will
designate a certified employee to serve as the Section 504 Compliance Officer.
It is the intent of Heritage Community Charter School to identify, locate, and evaluate all
enrolled children who may have disabilities. Disability, in this instance, includes, but is
not limited to, such conditions as hearing impairments, visual impairments, speech or
language impairments, specific learning disabilities, emotionally disturbed, multiple
disabilities, cognitive disability, other health impairments, physical impairments, autism,
and traumatic brain injury.
HCCS will strive to obtain IEPs for students enrolled in the charter school prior to the
beginning of each school year. The HCCS administrator, office staff and special
education staff will review the list of students enrolling at HCCS after the annual
enrollment deadline and subsequent lottery each year and will collect information
regarding IEP and 504 plans after students have confirmed that they will be attending
HCCS. HCCS staff will obtain copies of IEP and eligibility documents prior to August
1st of each year whenever possible so that staff can plan for instruction and services to
begin immediately when the school year begins. HCCS staff will utilize information
from documents obtained to plan for instruction, related services, accommodations,
evaluations and IEPs that are necessary to ensure students with disabilities receive a free
appropriate education in the least restrictive environment as defined by the student’s IEP.
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HCCS will contract with related service providers for some services and will have those
contracts in place and approved by the Board of Directors prior to the beginning of each
school year. In addition, the HCCS administrator and the HCCS special education staff
will plan an annual in-service training that they will provide to staff members each year,
prior to the beginning of school, to ensure that all HCCS staff have access to and an
understanding of information in each student’s IEP and can work together to implement
the IEP.
Every year starting in September and continuing throughout the year, Heritage
Community Charter School will make a concerted effort to identify children with
disabilities. The September in-service shall be a review of special education
requirements, regulations and obligations so that Heritage Community Charter School is
alert to the needs of the children for whom it is responsible. The assistance of all staff
members and agency personnel in this process is essential to accomplish this task, and
they must work to ensure that this goal and responsibility are achieved.
Heritage Community Charter School asks for information about each child that is
identified to establish answers to such questions as:
• What is the challenge?
• What has already been done about the challenge/what interventions have been used?
• What background information is available?
This information may be collected in several ways including interview, observations,
screening, and testing. This information may be obtained from parents and the student, or
from other agencies that have information about the student. This information will be
reviewed by a multidisciplinary team to determine whether further evaluation is needed
and/or whether the child meets the eligibility requirements to receive special education
services.
All information collected will be held in strict confidence and released to others only with
parental permission or as allowed by law. Parents may have a copy of any records kept
upon request. A copy of the Procedural Safeguards Notice from the Idaho Special
Education Manuel will be provided to parents of Special Needs students each year in
accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004
(IDEA 2004).
Heritage Community Charter School keeps a record of all persons who review
confidential records and also maintains a list of employees who may have access to
records. When the information collected, maintained, or used is no longer needed to
provide educational services to the child, the parents will be informed.
Parents and students have rights in this process. Parents have the right to:
• Review their child’s records
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• Refuse permission to release information (except as required by, or permitted by, law to
be released)
• Request that information they believe to be inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of
their child’s privacy or other rights be changed. Requests for changing information in a
students’ record must be made to Heritage Community Charter School in writing, not by
email. Response from the school to the request will be made within a reasonable time. If
the school makes a decision not to change the information, the parents/guardian may
request a district hearing following the process outlined in the Idaho Special Education
Manual from the State Department of Education.
Heritage Community Charter School appoints one person to make sure that information
archived on the students is kept confidential and also has a system that assures a practical
method of identifying which children are currently receiving special education services
and which children are not. Certain data regarding children are maintained within this
system.
If a student at Heritage Community Charter School is found to be eligible for special
education services at the charter school, services will be provided for that student as
determined by the student’s IEP team and in accordance with state and federal
regulations:
• Heritage Community Charter School will form a multidisciplinary team to consider a
student’s eligibility for special education. If the team determines the need for an
evaluation by personnel, such as a school psychologist, speech therapist, or occupational
therapist, not currently employed by HCCS, such evaluation may be contracted with a
private provider or local school district.
• A certified special education teacher will be responsible to monitor Individual
Education Plans (IEPs) and supervise the implementation as written. The special
education teacher, or an educational assistant under his/her supervision, will provide
services as described by the student’s IEP. The special education teacher will consult
with the general education staff to utilize effective classroom interventions, adaptations,
and modifications.
• Related services, such as speech or language therapy, behavioral therapy, occupational
therapy, or transportation, refer to those services necessary for a student to benefit from
his or her education and will be provided as determined by the student’s IEP team.
Heritage Community Charter School will provide special education and related services
to eligible Heritage Community Charter School students in the Least Restrictive
Environment as identified by each student’s IEP. Heritage Community Charter School’s
IEP team, inclusive of the parent, will be responsible for identifying and providing the
LRE as outlined in the IEP.
When necessary, Heritage Community Charter School will contract with a private
provider or local school district for the provision of related services. Direct speech,
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language, behavioral, or OT services may be provided by a paraprofessional under the
direct supervision of a licensed therapist. The supervision of paraprofessionals will be
outlined in the student’s IEP.
• In the event that the IEP team determines that the student’s academic needs cannot be
met on site, Heritage Community Charter School may contract with a local school district
or private provider to provide services.
The HCCS board of directors understands that a dual language program may present
additional challenges for students with disabilities. The HCCS board believes that this is
an opportunity to train staff members to effectively identify each individual student’s
strengths and needs and develop a plan with goals that are designed to meet that
individual student’s needs. HCCS will provide specific training to staff members to
ensure that IEP teams can identify students with language proficiency needs, students
with disabilities and students with both language proficiency needs and disabilities. Staff
will be trained to create appropriate educational plans for students’ needs. Staff will also
be trained to provide appropriate interventions, accommodations and modifications as
identified by multi-disciplinary and/or IEP teams.
Few legislative mandates of the federal government have such far-reaching implications
for local school districts. The school is committed to working with the community in
providing services that meet the individual needs of each child.
Implementing IDEA disciplinary procedures
The discipline procedures adopted in the Idaho Special Education Manual will be utilized
in disciplinary matters for students with disabilities attending HCCS. These adopted
policies and procedures will meet the requirements of the IDEA. The HCCS
administrator will review these policies and procedures annually; obtain training (when
necessary) to ensure he or she follows these procedures, and provide training to HCCS
staff in the requirements of IDEA with regard to discipline of students.
The Role of General Education Teachers in Regard to Special Education
All special education students will remain in the “regular” class unless otherwise
indicated on their IEPs. They are included in all class activities. Teachers will maintain a
minimum monthly conference with the special education student’s parent/guardian.
“Parent” will be defined according to IDEA 34 CFR 300.30. The special education
teacher will collaborate a minimum of 1 time per week with the general education
teacher. Teachers are included in the student’s IEP conference. IEP meetings shall be
held annually and teachers will be given advanced notice of the date and time for these
meetings. Teachers need to sign the child’s IEP as the regular classroom teacher. If the
teacher monitors the goals of this IEP and does quarterly progress reports on the status,
the IEP can benefit the teacher in understanding the child’s special needs and the focus
taken in the delivery of services to the child.
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The special education teacher will contact the regular classroom teacher(s) on an “as
needed basis” (but no less than once per month) to provide the teacher with specific IEP
information regarding each student with a disability; provide updates; discuss progress,
and answer questions. The teacher should contact the special educator with questions or
concerns as soon as possible once a question or concern arises. Working as a team with
special needs students is critical in ensuring that each student’s needs are met.
Limited English Proficiency
In addition, students attending Heritage Community Charter School with limited English
proficiency, (LEP) will be assessed using the Home Language Survey to determine the
extent to which they may require Title III services or a LEP instructor. Every effort will
be made to help the student attain proficiency in the English language.
Heritage Community Charter School will apply the federal definition of Limited English
Proficient (LEP) as defined in Title III and IX of the ESEA. Students who are eligible for
the LEP program will participate in the LEP program according to state and federal
guidelines. State and federally mandated testing of LEP students will be administered.
The Guidance for Evaluating Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students to Establish
Special Education Eligibility, provided by the Idaho Department of Education, will be
used for identifying Special Education LEP students.
Heritage Community Charter School will follow the Idaho LEP Program guide and
administer the Idaho English Language Assessment (IELA) for student placement as well
as monitor student growth. The following guidelines will be used for the Home
Language Survey in order to identify Primary Home Language Other Than English
(PHLOTE) students.
Home Language Survey (HLS)
Registration cards will include the question: What is the primary language
spoken in the home?
If a response is any language other than English, a survey will go home to the
parents.
If the district has Native American students enrolled, the survey will include the
following questions: Is the student’s language influenced by the Tribal language
through a parent, grandparent, relative or guardian? Does the student have at least
one grandparent that is part of a federally recognized tribe?
If the survey comes back indicating that a student may be Limited English
Proficient (LEP, the student will be tested with an English language proficiency
test within 30 days of registration or within 2 weeks of entry into the school (if
during the year.)
If the student tests less than proficient on the English language proficiency test,
then a letter will go home to the parents indicating that their child was identified
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as needing specific English language services. The parent will be given the
opportunity to waive the services, if desired.
If the parent does not waive the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) services for
their child, then the student will be placed in a program of “high quality language
instruction, based on scientifically based research” (Section 3115 ( c) (1)), as
determined by Heritage Community Charter School.
Those children placed in a program will be counted for state and Federal funding.
Once a student tests proficient on the English language proficiency test, they will
be exited from the LEP program and monitored for 2 years. Students on
monitoring status will be coded LEP on the ISAT and still counted for state and
Federal funding purposes.
Those students whose parents waive the services may not be considered as “LEP”
for state and Federal funding purposes and ISAT coding. However, they are still
English language learners and must still be served according to their needs,
according to the Office of Civil Rights.
Gifted and Talented Students
HCCS shall identify and provide reasonable services to students who possess
demonstrated or potential abilities that give evidence of high performing capabilities in
intellectual, creative, specific academic or leadership areas, or ability in the performing or
visual arts, and those students who require services or activities not ordinarily provided
by the school in order to more fully develop such capabilities. HCCS will utilize
eligibility criteria developed by the Idaho Department of Education as stipulated in Idaho
Code 33-2003. The HCCS educational program will support the needs of gifted and
talented students through its highly challenging curriculum. HCCS will also utilize the
services of the Idaho Center on Disabilities and Human Development (CDHD) to ensure
that gifted and talented students at the school are properly identified and provided with
appropriate instruction.
Plan for Dual Enrollment Participation
Students enrolled in the charter school shall be allowed to participate in dual enrollment
with traditional public schools as required by Idaho Code 33-203. Dual enrollment
options will be subject to district procedures as allowed in Idaho Code 33-203 (1).
Parents will be provided information concerning dual enrollment options and
requirements in accordance with the local school district policies. State funding of a
dually enrolled student will be only to the extent of the student’s participation in the
public school programs. The HCCS board will adopt a dual enrollment policy and
procedures for dual enrollment.
Dual enrollment shall include the option of enrollment in a post-secondary institution.
Any credits earned from the accredited post-secondary institution shall be credited
toward graduation requirements as outlined in HCCS Board Policy.
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TAB 4: MEASUREMENT OF PROGRESS
HCCS will seek to achieve this by providing enjoyable learning experiences, a
progressive educational program in core subjects, and a bi-literate curriculum – all in an
environment of respect, parental involvement, and a strong sense of community.
Method by which student progress will be measured
HCCS students will participate in state required assessments which will be used to
measure progress in meeting state standards. In addition, HCCS will use classroom
assessments, progress monitoring tools and data collection designed to monitor each
measurable educational standard to assess individual, grade level and school progress in
meeting the standards identified within the HCCS charter. Regular reports regarding
progress will be provided to the HCCS board at the end of each semester.
Measurable student educational standards
Standard 1: Students at Heritage Community Charter School enrolled continuously from
the beginning of the school year, will show annual academic improvement as measured
by:
• 80% of 2nd and 3rd grade students who have been continuously enrolled at
HCCS for two or more years will score equal to or better than the statewide
benchmark as measured by the Idaho Reading Indicator.
• 80% of students who have been continuously enrolled at HCCS for more than
two or more years will achieve proficient or above in all required subjects as
measured by the Idaho Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT).
• 90% of students will achieve satisfactory or above in core subjects on
quarterly academic progress reports, after two or more years of continuous
enrollment at HCCS, as measured by teacher developed classroom assessment
tools, such as, but not limited to culminating portfolios, assignments, quizzes
and tests.
Standard 2: HCCS will achieve a daily average school absentee rate of less than 10%
when calculated on a monthly basis.
Standard 3: Students will be able to recite a school, class, or personal creed after 6
consecutive months at Heritage Community Charter School assessed by the
classroom/advisory teacher using the following measurements:
Grades K – 5:
•
•

85% of students participating in a flawless recitation of a school or class creed as
part of a whole group (class) setting.
85% of students individually reciting a grade appropriate class creed flawlessly,
with a maximum of two prompts.

Grades 6-12
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85% of students participating in a flawless recitation of a school or class creed as
part of a whole group (class) setting.
85% of students individually reciting a flawless class or personal creed.
Standard 4: 95% of all students, 9-12, will develop and maintain a career portfolio.
Completion/progress monitoring benchmarks are:
•
•

85% of students will achieve satisfactory status or above for their grade
appropriate portfolio assignment pieces based on teacher developed rubrics.
95% of 8th grade students will develop an 8-year plan including a four year high
school and a four year post high school career/education plan as part of their
career portfolio.

Portfolio pieces will include a senior thesis, and may include but not be limited to
grade appropriate pictures, interviews, reports, journal pages, speeches, biographies,
internships, plans, and college/career investigations. Development of the carrier
portfolio will be directed by a teacher/advisor and reviewed by the parents.
“The capacity to become cooperative contributors of society”
Standard 5: 90% of students will participate in a yearly community service project as
outlined:
K-5 – community projects established by teachers and supported by parents
6-8 – class-sponsored community projects
9-11 – individual/small group community projects
12 – community action piece as part of the student’s senior project
Standard 6: HCCS will achieve above average parent and student satisfaction as
measured by completion of an annual parent and student satisfaction survey.
A minimum of 50% of HCCS parents will complete a parent satisfaction survey
no later than April 30th of each school-year. Parent satisfaction ratings will be
calculated in each of the following areas: Academic Program, Parent and
Community Relations/Communication, Administration and Board Activity,
General School Operations. HCCS will score a minimum of 3.0 on a 5.0 scale in
each area during the first three years of operation. After year 3, HCCS will score
at least 3.5 on a 5.0 scale in all areas measured by the parent satisfaction survey.
A minimum of 75% of HCCS students in grades 4th -12th will complete a student
satisfaction survey at least once a year. Student satisfaction ratings will be
calculated in each of the following areas: Academic Program, School Culture,
Faculty/Administrative and Student Relations/Communication. HCCS will score a
minimum of 3.0 on a 5.0 scale in each area during the first three years of
operation. After year 3, HCCS will score at least 3.5 on a 5.0 scale in all areas
measured by the student satisfaction survey.
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During the first year of operation, HCCS will collect baseline data regarding
parent participation in monthly parent involvement events. HCCS will increase
parent participation by a minimum of 10% per year until participation reaches
10% attendance at a minimum of one parent involvement activity per year
HCCS will maintain 50% involvement in subsequent years of operation.
Objectives and Targeted Practices
Standard 1 - Academic Improvement
Objective: Students will have positive attitudes and perceptions about creating quality
work, striving for excellence and interpersonal skills.
Targeted Practice: students will be able to recognized ‘good, better and best’
work, both in their own and others
Students will be able to rewrite papers/projects to reflect corrective
comments from others
Students will understand what plagiarism is, and how to create
original works.
Objective: • Students will acquire and integrate knowledge and experiences from
different subject areas.
Objective: • Students will gather and use subject area information effectively in order to
gain new information and knowledge, classify and organize information, support
inferences, and justify conclusions appropriate to the context and audience.
Targeted Practice: Students will be able to use a variety of resources in which to
access information.
Objective: • Students will utilize, evaluate, and refine the use of multiple strategies to
solve a variety of problems.
Targeted Practice: students will use a variety of problem solving techniques that
have been introduced through the instructional models.
Objective: Enjoy high bi-literate proficiency – Elementary
Targeted Practice: students will demonstrate proficiency in Spanish language
including the ability to exchange personal feelings and ideas orally,
present material and respond spontaneously to questions, read and
comprehend text, produce written text that adequately conveys ideas.
Standard 2 – Student Work and Classroom Environment
Objective: Students will experience success in the classroom
Targeted Practice: Every student’s work will be displayed in some form in the
classroom and/or school
Objective: The School and each classroom will have a non-threatening environment:
Targeted Practice: there will be no tolerance for abusive language, bullying
and/or teasing. Each student has a right to make mistakes and the
opportunity to correct them without prejudice.
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Targeted Practice: there will be evidence that teachers are creating a positive and
caring environment by using a kind word, a gentle touch and a
smile with their students.
Standard 3 –Effective Communication
Objective: Students will communicate with clarity, purpose, and an understanding of
audience using a variety of communication forms and skills.
Targeted Practice: students will develop oral and written projects appropriate to
the student’s grade level
Objective: Students will develop oral and written skills in two languages.
Targeted Practice: All students will have access to instruction in a second
language. This instruction may be delivered in the form of a
uniquely qualified instructor, computer software, and/or other
technology assisted instruction.
Standard 4 – Career Plans
Objective: Students will reflect on, reconsider and re-evaluate the significance of
information and their own learning.
Targeted Practice:
Students will participate in parent-teacher conferences
Students will develop 7-8 Career Portfolios for high school class
choices and 9-12 for post high school plans.
Standard 5 – Community Service Projects
Objective: Students will develop strategies and techniques to use self-regulation, critical,
and creative thinking when presented with a task and personalized learning goals.
Targeted Practice: students will learn and use different techniques (such as
planners or advanced organizers) to outline and plan time/projects
Objective: Students will deal with disagreement and conflict caused by diversity of
opinions and beliefs
Targeted Practice: students will know and use a variety of conflict resolution
techniques
Objective: Students will evaluate and manage their behavior as group members
Targeted Practice: students will evaluate their personal contributions to the school
and community as part of their community service project
Objective: Students will participate in community service that reflects responsible
citizenship in a democratic society
Targeted Practice: students will engage in community service as outline in the
Thoroughness Standard #6
Standard 6 Appreciation for the Arts and Literature
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Objective: Students will develop an appreciation for music, visual arts, and/ or
performance.
Targeted Practice: all students will participate in music, visual arts and/or
performing arts instruction/ appreciation.
Objective: Students will develop an appreciation for literature, poetry and expression of
life principles through literature.
Targeted Practice: all students will participate in instruction and discussion of
classic literature and poetry. All students will be able to identify
life principles in works of literature studied at each grade level.
Targeted Practice: all students will participate in the recitation of the school and
class poems and/or creeds.
Targeted Practice: all students in grades 9-12 will write and recite a personal
creed incorporating key life principles.
Course of Instruction
Instruction is inclusive of subject matter content and course offerings. Patterns of
instructional organization will be determined by a qualified School Administrator and
teaching team. Heritage Community Charter School will assure students meet the school
goals with the state standards as a minimum. This includes special instruction that allows
limited English proficient students to participate successfully in all aspects of the school’s
curriculum and keep up with other students in the regular education program. It also
includes special learning opportunities for accelerated, learning disabled students, and
students with other disabilities.
At appropriate grade levels, students will successfully complete instruction in the
following that will include but not be limited to:
• Language Arts and Communication will include instruction in reading, writing,
English, literature, technological applications, spelling, speech and listening.
• Mathematics will include instruction in addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division, percentages, mathematical reasoning and probability.
• Science will include instruction in applied sciences, earth and space sciences,
physical sciences, and life sciences.
• Social Studies will include instruction in United States and world history,
government, geography, economics, current world affairs, citizenship, and
sociology.
Elementary School (Grades 1-5)
•
•
•
•

Other required instruction for all students and other required offerings include:
Fine Arts (art and music)
Health (wellness)
Physical Education (fitness)

Additional instructional options as determined by HCCS include:
• Foreign Language (Spanish)
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Middle School (Grades 6-8)
No later than the end of Grade eight (8) all students will develop parent-approved
student learning plans for their high school and post-high school options. The
learning plan will be developed by students and parents or guardians with advice and
recommendation from school personnel. It will be reviewed annually, may be revised
at any time, and will follow all rules pertaining to such learning plans as set forth by
state rule. HCCS will have met its obligation for parental involvement if it makes a
good faith effort to notify the parent or guardian of the responsibility for the
development and approval of the learning plan. A learning plan will not be required
if the parent or guardian requests in writing, that no learning plan be developed.
Other required instruction for all students includes:
•Health (wellness)
•Physical Education (fitness)
Other required offerings of the school might include:
• Fine & Performing Arts
• Vocational-Technical Education
Additional instruction options as determined by HCCS. For example:
• Spanish
• Latin
• Humanities
High School (Grades 9-12)
Students will continue to maintain a Career Portfolio for their high school and post
high school options. The portfolio will be developed by the students with advice and
recommendations from school personnel.
Other required instruction for all students includes:
•Physical Education
•Foreign Language
Additional instructional options can be determined by the Board of Directors so that
graduation requirements from Heritage Community Charter School meet or exceed
Idaho State Board of Education requirements.
High School Graduation Requirements:
Graduation requirements for Heritage Community Charter School will be determined
by the HCCS Board of Directors and will meet or exceed state requirements.
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Academic Mastery
Students in attendance at Heritage Community Charter School will be expected to do the
following:
•

Meet the statewide performance standards adopted by the Idaho State Board of
Education including but not limited to: Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
Social Studies and Physical Education. Students of HCCS will be tested with the
same standardized tests as other Idaho public school students.

Remediation
Evaluation of progress assessment data could prompt additional help that could include
in-class remediation, tutoring or evaluation for Special Education services. Data
indicators include, but are not limited to:
•
•

•

Not reaching grade level on state adopted standardized tests.
Reading below grade level as determined by IRI in grades K – 3; grades 4 – 12
teachers will use multiple sources of data such as classroom grades, fluency
checks, comprehension checks, and/or computerized programs to determine a
student’s reading level.
Failure to do math at grade level as determined by program assessments and/or on
state adopted standardized tests.

Provision by which students will receive standardized testing
The students at Heritage Community Charter School will be evaluated using adopted
statewide performance/academic assessments in the areas of Language Arts,
Mathematics, Reading, Science, Social Studies and others as targeted by the Idaho Board
of Education. Those assessments currently include the Idaho Standards Achievement
Tests, the Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI), and the National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP).
Additional yearly assessment tools may be required as determined by the HCCS Board of
Directors.
Results will be reported as follows:
• Individual student progress
• Grade level/school composite scores
• Year to year comparative results by subject
• Comparative results between HCCS, state and national averages
Provision Ensuring State Accreditation
Heritage Community Charter School will be accredited through the Northwest
Association of Accredited Schools (NAAS). Training will be obtained for properly
applying for accreditation including the correct procedures for submitting reports.
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Provision plan for improvement per NCLB
Student learning is the primary focus for Heritage Community Charter School. Our
current plan entails data collection and evaluation on a regular schedule as outlined under
Tab 4. A Strategic Plan would be in place as part of our accreditation process with the
State of Idaho. Should it be determined through our measurement systems that learning
is being compromised, steps will be taken by the Principal and the Board of Directors to
identify and target school and individual needs. A comprehensive plan of improvement
will be developed that would examine curriculum, time on task, teaching instruction, and
other important process that effect student learning.
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TAB 5: GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES
Description of Governance Structure
Heritage Community Charter School, Inc. is organized as a non-profit corporation
pursuant to the Idaho Nonprofit Corporation Act. The Articles of Incorporation for
Heritage Community Charter School, Inc. were filed with the Secretary of the State of
Idaho on February 2, 2010. (Note: the 501(c)(3) application will be completed upon
approval of the charter.) HCCS is governed by a Board of Directors that consists of three
to seven board members as set forth in HCCS’s Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation.
Upon approval, members of the Governing Board are deemed public agents responsible
for oversight of the Charter School. The Governing Board (referred to as the “Board of
Directors” or “Board”) has all the power and duties afforded to a Board of Directors.
Subject to the limitations of the Idaho Nonprofit Corporation Act, its Articles of
Incorporation and its Bylaws, the activities and affairs of the school shall be conducted
and all corporate powers shall be exercised by or under the direction of the Board. The
function of the Board can be described as policy making, advising and evaluating. The
Board shall have further duty of directing the financial means by which the educational
program is conducted. They shall also ensure that the community be informed of the
needs, purposes, values, and status of the charter school.
The Board, as a board, shall have the full power and duty to manage and oversee the
operation of the school’s business and to pledge the credit, assets, and property of the
school when necessary to facilitate efficiency in its operation. Authority is given to the
Charter School Board of Directors by the State of Idaho as provided in the “Public
Charter Schools Act of 1998.” (Idaho Code § 33-5204.)
During the initial year of operation, the Board shall be comprised of at least the following
positions: chairman, secretary, and treasurer. The responsibilities of these positions are
outlined in the Corporate Bylaws. The Board of Directors will be determined through
elections as outlined in the Bylaws.
Liability
Upon approval, Heritage Community Charter School will be liable for all acts, omissions,
debts or other obligations. The Idaho Public Charter School Commission (the “IPCSC”)
shall have no liability for the acts, omissions, debts or other obligations of Heritage
Community Charter School.
Process to Ensure Parental Involvement
The Board shall establish policies to ensure parental involvement. These requirements
shall not require the payment of tuition or mandatory service requirements, but will
include requirements for parental or legal guardian participation in enrollment
procedures, school policy recommendation, and student discipline. HCCS is a public
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school of choice and parents who choose this school for their children are agreeing to
abide by the policies of the school.
The Board shall establish or recognize an official parent committee. Members of that
committee will be elected annually by parents or designated guardians of students
enrolled in the school according to policy to be set by the Board. An elected parent
representative will dually serve on the HCCS Board of Directors and Parent Association
Boards. The parent representative c shall be authorized by the parent committee and the
Board of Directors to make recommendations regarding any aspect of the school. The
parent committee shall be a key element in the creation, implementation, and evaluation
of school policy.
Plan for Annual Financial & Programmatic Audits
Each year HCCS will conduct an annual programmatic audit and an annual financial
audit. The results of the annual financial audit will be submitted to the Idaho Department
of Education in compliance with Idaho Code 33-701(6) (as required by Idaho Code 335210(3). A copy of these audits will also be submitted to the Idaho Public Charter
School Commission.
HCCS will comply with Idaho Public Charter School Commission policy and conduct a
programmatic audit through information obtained via its own instruments, timeline, and
processes; a copy of this report will be sent to the chartering entity. Results of the
Programmatic Audit will be submitted, with a report on student progress based upon the
student standards and measurement of student progress outlined in the charter, to the
school’s authorizing entity each year. Accreditation-related visits and/or reports will be
completed in a timely manner and copies will be submitted to the school’s authorizing
entity if and when applicable.
The annual financial audit will be conducted by an independent auditing firm and copies
of the audit will be sent annually to the chartering entity. In addition, HCCS’s authorizer
may choose to conduct an audit of HCCS at the expense of the authorizer.
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TAB 6: EMPLOYEES
Employee Qualifications
HCCS’s staff will meet or exceed qualifications required by state law, including the
following:
All individuals to be employed by Heritage Community Charter School will possess
the personal characteristics, knowledge base and successful experiences necessary
for meeting the requirements of this charter.
Administrative and instructional staff will be certified teachers, or a waiver or
another limited certification option will be obtained as provided by rules of the
State Board of Education. All instructional staff will be highly qualified as
required by the No Child Left Behind Act. All HCCS staff will meet appropriate
certification and/or licensure requirements for the positions held by the individual.
A series of professional and in-house professional development sessions will be
conducted to train personnel in the unique aspect of Heritage Community Charter School.
Training may include but is not limited to:
Instructional Models methodology to insure the consistency of instruction
Language instruction in immersion models
Language Arts
Vocabulary with an emphasis on word roots
Great Expectations Training
Classroom pacing
Teaching with Love and Logic
Core Knowledge
Identified Life Principles
School Leadership
Memorization and Dramatization
Homework
Utilizing parent volunteers
Effective use of educational assistants
Modeling as a staff
Capturing teaching time
Intervention strategies for students at risk
Health & Safety Procedures
Heritage Community Charter School complies with the provisions of Idaho Code with the
following health and safety procedures:
1. Passing a criminal history check is required for all employees in compliance with
Section 33-130, Idaho Code. This requirement is also a condition of employment.
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2. Students are required to show proof of immunization before enrolling at Heritage
Community Charter School. Copies of Immunization records and of birth certificates
will be kept on file.
3. Heritage Community Charter School welcomes visitors during the regular school day,
as well as at the school’s public events. Parents and/or guardians are particularly
encouraged to visit the school and participate in its programs. However, protection of the
students and staff of Heritage Community Charter School is the highest priority. In an
effort to monitor and protect access to students and staff members, all visitors are
required to check in at the school office before visiting classrooms or other areas on
campus. Visitors will be required to receive and wear a visitor’s pass when visiting the
school. If the principal determines that the presence of any person is disruptive or
detrimental to the school’s program, the administrator may prohibit that individual’s
presence on campus.
Individuals that visit the school to communicate with or remove a student from
campus must obtain permission of the principal or their designee prior to contacting the
student. The Principal or designee shall not grant such permission unless the person has a
clearly valid and proper reason for contacting the student. Parents and guardians will be
granted access to their students immediately upon request unless there is a legally
necessary reason to deny access. However, parents and guardians who enter classrooms
may be subject to reasonable restrictions to prevent the disruption of the instructional
process.
4. To ensure the safety and health of children and staff,
Heritage Community Charter School shall, at least once a
year subject the facilities to an independent inspection
for the purposes of determining whether such facilities
comply with safety and health standards and other codes and
requirements of Idaho law. The safety inspection will be
conducted by a professionally qualified independent
inspector or done pursuant to Title 39, Chapter 80, Idaho
Code. The safety inspection report shall be provided to the
Board of Directors and to the authorizing charter entity
for review
5. Heritage Community Charter School shall ensure the safety and
health of students and staff by:
a.
having in place at all times an Emergency Plan that
will include evacuation, lock-down, and bomb threat
procedures particular to the current facility. HCCS will
cooperate and coordinate efforts with city, county, and
state emergency personnel. HCCS shall review its emergency
evacuation plan annually to determine whether the
procedures in place require modification. The Plan will be
posted in the school office as well as in every classroom
building in the school. The Plan will be provided to each
staff member at the beginning of the school year. In
addition, HCCS will educate parents and patrons by
providing information regarding the Plan in the student
handbook or on the HCCS’s web page.
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b. advising all school personnel of routine procedures to
follow in handling body fluids. These procedures shall
provide simple and effective precautions against
transmission of diseases to persons exposed to the blood or
body fluids of another. These procedures shall be standard
health and safety practices. No distinction shall be made
between body fluids from individuals with a known disease
or infection and from individuals without symptoms or with
an undiagnosed disease. Training and appropriate supplies
shall be available to all personnel.
c. recognizing that HCCS is responsible for providing
first aid or emergency treatment in case of sudden illness
or injury to a student, but that further medical attention
is the responsibility of the parent or guardian. Each
parent or guardian must provide an emergency telephone
number where the parent or designee of the parent can be
reached.
When a student is injured, staff shall provide immediate
care and attention until relieved by a superior, a nurse or
a doctor. The principal or designated staff member should
immediately contact the parent so that the parent can
arrange for care or treatment of the injured student. If a
child develops symptoms of illness while at school, the
responsible school officials shall do the following:
•Isolate the child immediately from other children in a
room or area segregated for that purpose.
•Inform the parent or guardian as soon as possible about
the illness and request him or her to pick up the
child.
•As required by law, report each case of suspected
communicable disease the same day by telephone to the
local health authority, or as soon as possible
thereafter if no contact can be made the same day.
In the event that the parent cannot be reached and in the
judgment of the principal or person in charge immediate
medical attention is required, the injured student may be
taken directly to the hospital and treated by the physician
on call. When the parent is located, he/she may elect to
continue the treatment or make other arrangements.
d. requiring that school employees be authorized in writing
by the school administrator or school principal to be able
to:
•assist in the self-administration of any drug that may
lawfully be sold over the counter without a
prescription to a pupil in compliance with the written
instructions, if the pupil's parent or guardian
consents in writing.
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•assist in the self-administration of a prescription drug
to a pupil in compliance with the written instructions
of a practitioner, if the pupil's parent or guardian
consents in writing.
No employee except a qualified health care professional may
administer a drug or prescription drug to a pupil under
this policy except in an emergency situation. Diagnosis and
treatment of illness and the prescribing of drugs are never
the responsibility of a school employee and should not be
practiced by any school personnel.
e. maintaining tobacco free buildings and grounds. Use of
tobacco will not be allowed in any buildings or grounds nor
will employees be allowed to use tobacco while on duty. New
employees of the school will be hired with the
understanding that they will be directed not to use tobacco
in school buildings or grounds. Limitations or prohibitions
on tobacco use are applicable to all hours.
All school workplaces are drug- and alcohol-free
workplaces. All employees are prohibited from:
•Unlawful manufacture, dispensing, distribution,
possession, use, or being under the influence of a
controlled substance while on school premises or while
performing work for the school;
•Distribution, consumption, use, possession, or being
under the influence of alcohol while on school
premises or while performing work for the school.
For purposes of this policy, a controlled substance is one
which is:
• not legally obtainable;
• being used in a manner different than prescribed;
• legally obtainable, but has not been legally obtained;
or
• referenced in federal or state controlled substance
acts.
f.
Attendance at Heritage Community Charter School may be
denied to any child diagnosed as having a contagious or
infectious disease that could make the child’s attendance
harmful to the welfare of other students. In the instance
of diseases causing suppressed immunity, attendance may be
denied to a child with suppressed immunity in order to
protect the welfare of the child with suppressed immunity
when others in the school have an infectious disease which,
although not normally life threatening, could be life
threatening to the child with suppressed immunity.
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g. The School may arrange each year for health services to
be provided to all students. Such services may include, but
not be limited to:
• Consulting services of a qualified specialist for
staff, students, and parents.
• Vision and hearing screening.
• Scoliosis screening.
• Immunizations.
h. Although neither a school (nor a teacher) has a duty to
warn of the suicidal tendencies of a student absent the
teacher’s or school’s knowledge of direct evidence of such
suicidal tendencies, the School may, in its sole
discretion, provide the following programs in order to
prevent adolescent suicide by:
• offering and providing help and assistance including
early identification;
• support and/or counseling by school support personnel
for low-risk students;
• referral to appropriate sources outside the school for
high and moderate-risk students;
• the rights of the student and his/her family; and
• after care support by the school for faculty, staff,
and students after a sudden death has occurred.
i. HCCS recognizes that the misuse of drugs is a serious
problem with legal, physical and social implications for
the entire school community. As an educational institution
of this community, the school should strive to prevent drug
abuse and help drug abusers by educational, rather than
punitive means.
For purposes of this policy, “Drugs” shall mean:
• all dangerous controlled substances as so designated
and prohibited by Idaho law;
• all chemicals which release toxic vapors;
• all alcoholic beverages;
• any prescription or patent drug, except those for
which permission to use in school has been granted
pursuant to Board policy;
• “look-alikes”;
• anabolic steroids;
• any other illegal substances so designated and
prohibited by law.
In accordance with Federal law, the Board of Directors
hereby establishes a “Drug-Free School Zone” that extends
1000 feet from the boundary of any school property. The
Board prohibits the use, possession, concealment, delivery,
or distribution of any drug or any drug-related
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paraphernalia at any time on school property, within the
Drug-Free School Zone, or at any school-related event.
Individuals eighteen (18) years of age or older who
knowingly deliver or distribute controlled substances so
designated and prohibited by Idaho law within the Drug-Free
School Zone to another person could be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law.
6. For minor infractions of school rules or regulations,
or for minor misconduct, staff may discipline and/or detain
students. Students may be required to attend Saturday
detention for up to four (4) hours.
Preceding the assessment of such punishment, the staff
member shall inform the student of the nature of the
offense charged, and/or the specific conduct that allegedly
constitutes the violation.
The student shall be afforded an opportunity to explain or
justify his/her actions to the staff member. Parents must
be notified prior to a student serving an after-school
detention. Students detained for corrective action or
punishment shall be under the supervision of the staff
member or designee.
Disciplinary measures include, but are not limited to:
• expulsion
• suspension
• detention, including Saturdays
• clean-up duty
• loss of student privileges
• loss of bus privileges
• notification to juvenile authorities and/or police
• restitution for damages to school property
7. To maintain a climate of respect and high expectation
there, Heritage Community Charter school prohibits harassment,
intimidation, and bullying by any means, including but not limited to electronic, written,
oral or physical acts, either direct or indirect, when such intentional electronic, oral,
written or physical acts physically harm, substantially interfere with a student’s
education, threaten the overall educational environment, substantially disrupt the
operation of school, or are otherwise prohibited by law. This prohibition shall apply to all
school employees, volunteers, parents/guardians, and students, including conduct
between students, between adults, and between adults and students. Any such
actions will follow disciplinary procedures.
8. Heritage Community Charter School is a school of choice and at any time a parent
deems the school as unsafe, their child may enroll in the designated school for the
student’s place of residence. (NCLB Act 2001 – Title IX Part E Subpart 2, Sec. 9532)
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Provision for Employee Benefits (PERSI, SS, WC, etc)
All employees who currently are members of PERSI will continue their participation. All
new employees will become members of PERSI. Employees will contribute at the rate
established by PERSI. All employees shall contribute to the Social Security System.
Heritage Community Charter School will make all employer contributions as required by
PERSI, and Federal Social Security. HCCS will also pay for workers compensation
insurance, unemployment insurance and any other payroll obligations of an employer as
required by Idaho Code 33-1279. HCCS shall also allow for accumulation of sick leave
as allowed by Idaho Code 33-1217. The Board will provide health insurance and may
establish other benefits.
Transfer rights
The transfer rights of an employee choosing to work at Heritage Community Charter
School and the rights of such employees to return to any non-charter school after
employment at Heritage Community Charter School will be dependent upon the school
district from which an employee might transfer from. Heritage Community Charter
School claims no transfer rights.
The board of directors for the charter school shall provide coverage for their employees
with the public employee retirement system, federal social security, unemployment
insurance and worker’s compensation insurance.
Collective bargaining
In compliance with Idaho Code §33-5205(3)(p), HCCS staff shall be considered a
separate unit for purposes of collective bargaining.
Employee Contracts for Teachers & Administrators
HCCS’s staff will meet or exceed qualifications required by state law, including the
following:
Heritage Community Charter School will follow the same personnel practices as are
required by the Idaho Code. This would include supervision, evaluation, and
dismissal as detailed by the Idaho Code.
•

All teachers and administrators will be on a written contract approved by the
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

•

Those required by Idaho Code 33-130 and others the Board or Administrator
require will undergo State of Idaho criminal background checks including the FBI
finger-printing checks.

•

Teachers will be evaluated according to the procedures outlined in Idaho Code
33-513. The Parent Committee may make recommendations regarding teacher
and/or administrator evaluations.
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•

The school will employ as many teachers as course loads demand and as qualified
applicants are available. All staffing decisions will be made with the needs of the
students being the highest priority.

•

Student/Teacher ratios will be recommended by the Administrator or Parent
Committee and subject to Board approval. Student/Teachers ratios established
may require the Board to hire additional staff to ensure adequate services or
dismiss staff members to ensure fiscal responsibility.
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TAB 7: SCHOOL PROCEDURES
Admission Procedures
HCCS will be open to all children, on a space available basis within each grade level as
established by the Board. The school will not discriminate based on race, creed, color,
gender, national origin, or ancestry. Special needs of students will not be a factor in
admission decisions. The school will not charge tuition for students residing in the state
of Idaho, levy taxes or issue bonds. The Board of Directors may choose to charge student
fees as allowed by state law.
Enrollment Opportunities I.C. 33-5205(3)(s)
The Governing Board will take the following steps to ensure the Caldwell community is
aware of the enrollment opportunities at Heritage Community Charter School: while
taking into consideration the language demographics of the attendance area, at least three
(3) months in advance of the enrollment deadline, enrollment information will be posted
in highly visible and prominent locations within the HCCS attendance area. In addition,
the Governing Board shall ensure that such process includes the dissemination of press
releases or public service announcements to media outlets that broadcast within, or
disseminate printed publications within, the attendance area of HCCS. The Governing
Board will ensure that such announcements are broadcast or published by such media
outlets on not less than three (3) occasions, beginning no later than fourteen (14) days
prior to the enrollment deadline each year. Finally, such enrollment information shall
advise that all prospective students will be given the opportunity to enroll in HCCS,
regardless of race, color, national or ethnic origin, religion, gender, social or economic
status, or special needs.
Caldwell District Demographics
HCCS seeks to provide a unique opportunity for students residing within the Caldwell
community. The Founders of HCCS are committed to continuing the positive
relationship with the Caldwell School District that the charter petitioners have enjoyed
during the development phase of the charter school. HCCS anticipates serving as another
unique educational choice in a district committed to meeting the needs of all of its
students. In addition, HCCS will strive to serve a population of students that is similar in
its demographic characteristics to that of the Caldwell School District. HCCS will plan
marketing efforts designed to provide information to all community members in both
English and Spanish and in a variety formats (written, radio, television, community
meetings, etc.). Marketing efforts will be designed to attract a student population that is
consistent with the demographics of the District (within a plus or minus 10%) of the
percentage of any group by ethnicity, ELL, free and reduced lunch, special education, etc.
while also complying with Idaho Code regarding enrollment procedures.
Enrollment Deadline
Each year the Governing Board shall establish an enrollment admissions deadline, which
shall be the date by which all written requests for admission to attend HCCS for the next
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school year must be received. The enrollment deadline cannot be changed once the
enrollment information is disseminated.
Requests for Admission
HCCS will comply with Section 33-5205(3)(j) of the Idaho Code to establish policy and
procedure for admission. A parent, guardian, or other person with legal authority to
make decisions regarding school attendance on behalf of a child in this state, may make a
request in writing for such child to attend HCCS. In the case of a family with more than
one (1) child seeking to attend HCCS, a single written request for admission must be
submitted on behalf of all siblings. The written request for admission must be submitted
to, and received by, HCCS on or before the enrollment deadline established by the
Governing Board. The written request for admission shall contain the name, grade level,
address, and telephone number of each prospective student in a family. If the initial
capacity of HCCS is insufficient to enroll all prospective students, then a lottery shall be
utilized to determine which prospective students will be admitted to HCCS. Only those
written requests for admission submitted on behalf of prospective students that are
received prior to the enrollment deadline established by the Governing Board shall be
permitted in the lottery. Only written requests for admission shall be considered by the
Governing Board. Written requests for admission received after the established
enrollment deadline will be added to the bottom of the waiting list for the appropriate
grade. If there is an opening in one grade, a sibling, if any, from a late submitted
application must go to the bottom of the sibling list.
Admission Preferences I.C. 33-5206 & 33-5205(3)(j)
HCCS has established an admission preference for students residing within the primary
attendance area of the school. In addition, HCCS has established admission preferences
for returning students, for children of founders and full-time employees of the school, and
for siblings of students already selected to attend the school.
Priority of Preferences for Initial Enrollment
If the initial capacity of HCCS is insufficient to enroll all prospective students, a lottery
shall be utilized to determine which prospective students will be admitted to HCCS.
HCCS will follow Idaho Code Section 33-5205(3)(j). Prospective students will be placed
in priority groups as follows:
a. First, to the children of founders and full-time employees (provided that this
admission preference shall be limited to not more than ten percent (10%) of the
initial capacity of HCCS).
b. Second, to siblings of pupils already selected by the lottery.
c. Third, to prospective students residing in the primary attendance area of HCCS.
d. Fourth, students who reside outside the primary attendance area of HCCS.
Priority of Preferences for Subsequent Enrollment Periods
Preferences for subsequent enrollment periods shall be as follows:
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a. First, to pupils returning to HCCS in the second or any subsequent year of
operation. Returning students are automatically enrolled in the appropriate
grade and do not need to be selected by a lottery.
b. Second, to children of founders and full-time employees provided that this
admission preference shall be limited to not more than ten percent (10%) of
the capacity of HCCS.
c. Third, to siblings of pupils already enrolled in HCCS.
d. Fourth, to prospective students residing in the primary attendance area of
HCCS.
e. Fifth, to prospective students residing outside the primary attendance area of
HCCS.
Proposed Attendance List for Lottery
Each year the Governing Board shall create an attendance list containing all the names of
all prospective students on whose behalf a written request for admission was timely
received by HCCS, separated by grade level. In addition, the proposed attendance list
shall contain columns next to the name of each student, in which the Governing Board
will designate admission preferences applicable to each prospective student. The
columns shall be designated “A” for returning student preference; “B” for children of
founders and full time employees preference; “C” for sibling preference, with a
corresponding cross-reference to each of the siblings of the prospective student; and “D”
for primary attendance area preference, and “E” for students residing outside the primary
attendance area.
Equitable Selection Process
If the initial capacity of HCCS is insufficient to enroll all prospective students, or if the
capacity is insufficient to enroll all prospective students in subsequent school years, then
the Governing Board shall determine the students who will be offered admission to
HCCS by conducting a lottery. The selection procedure, unless otherwise determined by
the Governing Board and then approved by the school’s authorizer, shall be conducted as
follows:
The name of each prospective student on the proposed attendance list shall be
individually affixed to or written on a three by five (3x5) inch index card. The
index cards shall be separated by grade. The selection procedure shall be
conducted one (1) grade level at a time, with the order of grade levels selected
randomly. The index cards containing the names of the prospective students for
the grade level being selected shall be placed into a single container.
A neutral, third party shall draw the grade level to be completed first and then
draw each index card from the container for that grade level, and such person
shall write the selection number on each index card as drawn, beginning with the
numeral “1” and continuing sequentially thereafter. In addition, after selecting
each index card, the name of the person selected will be compared to the proposed
attendance list to determine whether any preferences are applicable to such
person.
If the name of the person selected is a returning student, then the letter “A” shall
be written on such index card. If the name of the person selected is the child of a
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founder or full-time employee, the letter “B” shall be written on such index card.
If the name of the person selected is the sibling of another student that has already
been selected for admission to the public charter school, the letter “C” shall be
written on such index card. If the name of the person selected resides in the
primary attendance area of the public charter school, then the letter “D” shall be
written on such index card. If the name of the person selected resides outside the
primary attendance area of HCCS, then the letter “E” shall be written on such
index card.
With regard to the sibling preference, if the name of the person selected has a
sibling in a higher grade who has already been selected, but the person previously
selected did not have the letter “C” written on his or her index card (because a
sibling had not been selected for admission prior to the selection of the index card
of that person), then the letter “C” shall now be written on that person’s index
card at this time.
With regard to the founder’s and full-time employee’s preference, a running tally
shall be kept during the course of the selection procedure of the number of index
cards, in the aggregate, that have been marked with the letter “B”. When the
number of index cards marked with the letter “B” equals ten percent (10%) of the
proposed capacity of HCCS for the school year at issue, then no additional index
cards shall be marked with the letter “B,” even if such person selected would
otherwise be eligible for the founder’s and full-time employee’s preference.
After all index cards have been selected for each grade, then the index cards shall
be sorted for each grade level in accordance with the following procedure. All
index cards with the letter “A” shall be sorted first, based on the chronological
order of the selection number written on each index card; followed by all index
cards with the letter “B,” based on the chronological order of the selection number
written on each index card; followed by all index cards with the letter “C,” based
on the chronological order of the selection number written on each index card;
followed by all index cards with the letter “D,” based on the chronological order
of the selection number written on each index card; followed by all index cards
with the letter “E,” based on the chronological order of the selection number
written on each index card; followed finally, by all index cards containing no
letters, based on the chronological order of the selection number written on each
index card.
After the index cards have been drawn and sorted for all grade levels, the names
shall be transferred by grade level, and in such order as preferences apply, to the
final selection list.
Within sixty days of approval of this charter, the HCCS board of directors will develop
and adopt a definition of “Founders”. That definition will include, but not be limited to,
those persons:
• sitting on the Board of Directors from January 2010 to June 2011and/or
• involved in the initial writing of the petition for Heritage Community Charter
School and/or
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•

Those individuals who have made a significant contribution to the development
and establishment of Heritage Community Charter School as deemed by the
Board of Directors.

VIII. Final Selection List
The names of the persons in highest order on the final selection list will have the highest
priority for admission to Heritage Community Charter School in that grade, and will be
offered admission to Heritage Community Charter School in such grade until all seats for
that grade are filled.
Notification and Acceptance Process
HCCS will comply with Idaho State Board of Education Rules Governing Public Charter
Schools IDAPA 08.02.04 for the Notification and Acceptance Process.
1. Within seven days after conducting the selection process, Heritage Community
Charter School will send an offer letter to the parent or guardian, who submitted
an admission request on behalf of the student, advising the person that the student
has been selected for admission to Heritage Community Charter School. The offer
letter must be signed by the student’s parent or guardian, and returned to HCCS
by the date designated in the offer letter from HCCS.
2. Within seven days after conducting the selection process, Heritage Community
Charter School will send a letter to the parent or guardian, or other person who
has submitted an admission request on behalf of the student, advising them that
the perspective student is not eligible for admission, but will be placed on a
waiting list and may be eligible for admission at a later date if a seat becomes
available.
3. If a parent, guardian, or other person receives an offer letter on behalf of a student
and declines admission, or fails to sign and return the offer in a timely manner by
the date designated in the offer letter, then the name of that student will be
stricken from the final selection list, and that seat will be made available to the
next eligible student on the final selection list.
4. If a student withdraws from Heritage Community Charter School during the
school year for any reason, then the seat that opens in that grade will be made
available to the next eligible student on the final selection list.
X. Subsequent School Years
HCCS will comply with Idaho State Board of Education Rules Governing Public Charter
Schools IDAPA 08.02.04 for Subsequent School Years.
The final selection list for a given school year will not roll over to the next subsequent
school year. If the capacity of Heritage Community Charter School is not sufficient to
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enroll all prospective students during the next subsequent school year, then a new
equitable selection process will be conducted by Heritage Community Charter School for
that year.
All prospective students who miss the enrollment deadline will be placed at the bottom of
the final selection list in the order in which they are received. They will only receive
admittance to HCCS when all prospective students on the final selection list have been
given the option of acceptance and there are still vacancies in the grade level needed.
XI. Amendments
Heritage Community Charter School has the right to amend these admission procedures
as needed with the approval of the Authorized Chartering Entity. Any changes will
conform to the laws of the State of Idaho and applicable rule of the State Board of
Education.
Disciplinary Procedures
Respectful behavior and kindness, with an emphasis on politeness, honesty, and integrity,
is the number one expectation for Heritage Community Charter School students. There is
little tolerance for disrespect shown to oneself and others at HCCS.
Students must be polite to the teachers, administrators, staff, fellow students, and any
visitors. The same is required of those employed by Heritage Community Charter School.
Teachers, administrators, and staff will be respectful of students and each other, and be
an example of correct and proper behavior. Because the number one goal at HCCS is to
have a safe and orderly school that provides an atmosphere that is conducive to learning,
there is a focus on positive behavior. Any student faced with a disciplinary action will be
granted due process pursuant to Idaho Code. In the case of suspension or expulsion, a
student and parent/guardian will be given written notice of the charges and an
opportunity to present the student’s version of the incident. Whenever a student is faced
with disciplinary actions the parents will be notified in a timely manner.
Heritage Community Charter School will produce a student handbook that will follow
state laws and due process that outlines a Code of Conduct, with expectations and
consequences. This handbook will be submitted to the authorizing entity before the start
of the school year. Steps to address inappropriate behavior will include, but are not
limited to the following:
1. Written or verbal teacher notification to the parent/guardian of incidence or
infraction.
2. Principal intervention
3. Three day suspension. A Parent/guardian conference with student and principal to
be held before re-admittance.
4. Five day suspension. A parent/guardian conference with student and the Board of
Directors to be held before re-admittance.
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5. Expulsion in accordance with Idaho Code.
Major Discipline Problems
Major discipline problems will be referred to the principal or designee for the appropriate
consequences that may include suspension or referral to the Board of Directors or
designee for expulsion. Written notice to the parent or guardian of the student shall state
the grounds for the denial of enrollment and will indicate a time and place where parents
may appear to contest the action of the Board of Directors. Written notice will only be
given in the event the student is expelled or denied enrollment.
A student may be automatically suspended (step three of the above procedure) under
circumstances that: endanger student lives, involve drug/alcohol violations, involve
weapons violations, and/or others as designated by the Board of Directors. Policies
addressing drugs/alcohol and weapons can be found in the appendix. An informal hearing
will be held prior to the suspension as require by Section 33-205, Idaho Code.
Temporary Suspension
Students who cannot abide by the school regulations and policies of Heritage Community
Charter School and who disrupt the educational atmosphere or interfere with the
educational process of the school may be temporarily suspended from classroom
instruction and/or school for a time, not to exceed five (5) days by the principal or
designee; and in the event the Board of Directors determines that it would be detrimental
to the student and/or other students’ health, welfare, or safety to return the student to
school, the Board may extend the temporary suspension for an additional five (5) school
days.
Expulsion
The Board of Directors may expel students who refuse or consistently fail to abide by
school regulations and policies. Expulsion procedures will comply with Idaho Code. The
student will be granted a full and fair hearing prior to the decision for expulsion to
present information concerning the incident and/or actions of the student. The decision
of the Board is final.
Reenrollment to School Following Expulsion
A student who has been expelled may appeal to the Board of Directors to hear a petition
for reenrollment in school. Heritage Community Charter School’s Board of Directors
shall have the right to deny reenrollment for disciplinary or attendance reasons.
Disciplinary Procedures for Special Education Students
Heritage Community Charter School adopts and complies with the current Idaho Special
Education Manual from the State Department of Education and will follow the
procedures outlined in the student discipline section of the manual. Students with
disabilities are entitled to all of the same due process rights in the area of discipline as
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students without disabilities. In addition, there are additional safeguards that will be
observed that insure their right to Free Appropriate Public Education (“FAPE”).
Alcohol and Controlled Substances
The Board recognizes that the misuse of drugs is a serious problem with legal, physical
and social implications for the entire school community. As the educational institution of
this community, the schools should strive to prevent drug abuse and help drug abusers by
educational, rather than punitive means.
For purposes of this policy, “Drugs” shall mean:
A. all dangerous controlled substances as so designated and prohibited by
Idaho law;
B. all chemicals which release toxic vapors;
C. all alcoholic beverages;
D. any prescription or patent drug, except those for which permission to use in
school has been granted pursuant to Board policy;
E. “look-alikes”;
F. anabolic steroids;
G. any other illegal substances so designated and prohibited by law.
In accordance with Federal law, the Board hereby establishes a “Drug-Free School Zone”
that extends 1000 feet from the boundary of any school property. The Board prohibits the
use, possession, concealment, delivery, or distribution of any drug or any drug-related
paraphernalia at any time on school property, within the Drug-Free School Zone, or at
any school-related event.
Furthermore, the principal shall take the necessary steps to ensure that an individual
eighteen (18) years of age or older who knowingly delivers or distributes controlled
substances so designated and prohibited by Idaho law within the Drug-Free School Zone
to another person is prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.
The principal shall prepare guidelines for the identification and regulation of drug use in
the schools. Such guidelines shall emphasize the prevention of drug use and include a
statement to students that use of illicit drugs and the unlawful possession of alcohol is
harmful. The student handbook shall provide standards of conduct that are applicable to
all students which clearly prohibit, at a minimum, the unlawful possession, use, or
distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by students on school premises or as a part of any
school activity.
Sanctions for violation of school policies which address illegal drug and alcohol
possession, use or distribution will include referral to the appropriate law enforcement
agency and may include voluntary referral to appropriate persons or agencies for
screening and assessment.
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Public Charter School Attendance Alternatives
Because Heritage Community Charter School is a new entity and not a conversion of an
existing school, the attendance alternative would be the same as for those presently
residing within the area. Students located within the attendance area of the charter school
would have the option to enroll in existing public schools presently serving the area. No
student will be required to attend Heritage Community Charter School.
Process for Public Notification of Enrollment Opportunities
All advertising and promotion processes for HCCS will include the dissemination of
enrollment information in English, Spanish and possibly other language(s) taking into
consideration the demographics of the area, at least three (3) months in advance of the
enrollment deadline established by the public charter school each year, to be posted in
highly visible and prominent locations within the area of attendance of the public charter
school. In addition, HCCS shall ensure that such process includes the dissemination of
press release and/or public service announcements, to media outlets that broadcast within,
and/or disseminate printed publications within, the area of attendance of the public
charter school; HCCS will ensure that such announcements are broadcast and/or
published by such media outlets on not less than three (3) occasions, beginning not later
than fourteen (14) days prior to the enrollment deadline each year. Finally, such
enrollment information shall advise that all prospective students will be given the
opportunity to enroll in the public charter school, regardless of race, color, national or
ethnic origin, religion, gender, social or economic status, or special needs.
Advertising for Heritage Community Charter School may actively recruit students for
enrollment using, but not limited to, the following methods:
•

Advertising with public schools located within the target area using flyers upon
administrative approval.
• Heritage Community Charter School website (available within four weeks of
charter approval) that will introduce information about the school.
• Brochures promoting the curriculum and methods used at Heritage Community
Charter School.
• Public informational meetings about Heritage Community Charter School held in
accordance with Section 67-2340 of the Idaho Code
Other methods that may include: news releases, radio, television, newspapers, news
conferences, newsletters and signage.
Habitual Truancy, Incorrigibility, & Disruptive Students
Students of HCCS may be denied attendance for any of the following reasons:
• If the student is an habitual truant, defined by Idaho Code 33-206 as any public
school pupil who, in the judgment of the board of trustees, repeatedly has violated
the attendance regulations established by the board; or any child whose parents or
guardians, or any of them, have failed or refused to cause such child to be
instructed as provided in section Idaho Code.
• If the he student is incorrigible,

Page 58 of 175
Heritage Community Charter School - Petition

Tab 7: School Procedures
•
•

If the student is deemed by the board of trustees to be disruptive of school
discipline or instruction effectiveness, or
If the student is detrimental to the health and safety of the other students

In addition, students attempting to enroll at the school after being expelled from another
district may be denied enrollment. Students who are expelled from HCCS or denied
enrollment will be denied enrollment for not less than one calendar year. The school will
comply with Idaho Code 33-205 which states that “No pupil shall be expelled nor denied
enrollment without the board of trustees having first given written notice to the parent or
guardian of the pupil, which notice shall state the grounds for the proposed expulsion or
denial of enrollment and the time and place where such parent or guardian may appear to
contest the action of the board to deny school attendance, and which notice shall also
state the rights of the pupil to be represented by counsel, to produce witnesses and submit
evidence on his own behalf, and to cross-examine any adult witnesses who may appear
against him. Within a reasonable period of time following such notification, the board of
trustees shall grant the pupil and his parents or guardian a full and fair hearing on the
proposed expulsion or denial of enrollment. However, the board shall allow a reasonable
period of time between such notification and the holding of such hearing to allow the
pupil and his parents or guardian to prepare their response to the charge. Any pupil who
is within the age of compulsory attendance, who is expelled or denied enrollment as
herein provided, shall come under the purview of the juvenile corrections act, and an
authorized representative of the board shall, within five (5) days, give written notice of
the pupil’s expulsion to the prosecuting attorney of the county of the pupil’s residence.
Discipline for students with disabilities, including expulsion and denial of attendance will
comply with the requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the
Idaho Special Education Manual as adopted by the Heritage Community Charter School
Board of Directors and described in this Charter School Petition.
Plan for the Denial of School Attendance
Heritage Community Charter School is a public school, open to all children based on the
provisions provided within this petition. Strict adherence to HCCS’s Code of Conduct
for Students as described in the Student Handbook is required for optimum learning to be
achieved. New/incoming students and parents will ‘sign off’ on accepting the conditions
and consequences of HCCS’s Code of Conduct. Students who show signs of truancy,
incorrigibility, disruptive to the learning process, health or safety risk will follow the
provisions set forth under Disciplinary Procedures in this petition.
Except in extenuating circumstances as presented to the Board of Directors, a student
expelled from another school or district in this state or any other state shall be denied the
right to enroll in Heritage Community Charter School. Written notice to the parent or
guardian of the student shall state the grounds for the denial of enrollment and will
indicate a time and place where parents may appear to contest the action of the Board of
Directors.
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Student Handbook & Parental Access
Upon approval of the charter, the Board of Directors will appoint a committee to develop
a student handbook that will reflect the vision and purpose of HCCS and that will be in
compliance with the HCCS School Board Policies and the Law of the State of Idaho. The
student handbook will be available in hard copy and on the HCCS web site. All new
students will receive a copy of the Student Handbook upon enrollment.
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TAB 8: Business Plan
Description
Heritage Community Charter School, Inc. was established to act and operate exclusively
as a nonprofit corporation pursuant to the Idaho Nonprofit Corporation Act. The purpose
for which it was created was to establish and operate an Idaho public charter school and
to provide educational activities related to this purpose. HCCS was incorporated and
organized by a group of founding members who volunteered their time and resources to
create another choice in public education to parents and students in their community.
In accordance with the provisions of Idaho Code § 33-5205(3)(s) and IDAPA
08.02.04.203.2, HCCS will ensure that citizens in the area of attendance are made aware
of the enrollment opportunities the school. This notification process will include the
dissemination of enrollment information at least three months in advance of the
enrollment deadline established by the public charter school each year, to be posted in
highly visible and prominent locations within the area of attendance of the public charter
school. The information disseminated in compliance with the provisions of this paragraph
will take into consideration the language demographics of HCCS’s attendance area. In
addition, HCCS will ensure the dissemination of press releases or public service
announcements to media outlets that broadcast within (or disseminate printed
publications within) the area of attendance of the school, Further, HCCS ensures that
these announcements will be broadcast or published by such media outlets no less than
three times beginning no later than fourteen days prior to the enrollment deadline each
year. Finally, this enrollment information will expressly provide notice that all
prospective students will be given the opportunity to enroll at Heritage Community
Charter School, regardless of race, color, national or ethnic origin, religion, gender, social
or economic status, or special needs.
Marketing Plan
Purpose. At Heritage Community Charter School, our express purpose is to provide
residents of our community with another choice in education. More specifically, our
purpose is to offer an educational option that is
otherwise unavailable yet highly desired.
Educational Environment. Residents of
Canyon County have demonstrated an
overwhelming demand for choice in education
for their children. For example, all operating
charter schools in the county are reporting
significant waiting lists: Victory Charter
School – waitlist of 1,791 students; Vision
Charter School – waitlist of 396 students;
Idaho Arts – waitlist of 507 students; and
Thomas Jefferson Charter School – waitlist of
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681 students. Furthermore, a recent decision by the IPCSC to revoke Nampa Classical
Academy’s charter will only increase the demand for additional charter school options
inasmuch as over 550 students were enrolled to attend this school in the fall of 2010.
Taken together, these schools report a combined total of 3,375 students waiting to enroll
in the closest charter schools. For students that reside within Heritage Community
Charter School’s proposed Primary Area of Attendance, the likelihood of being accepted
in any of these schools is very small due to the fact that they would not fall within these
charter schools’ primary area of attendance and would therefore not qualify for a
permitted preference in enrollment – not to mention the additional time and cost of
transporting their children to and from these schools.
Notwithstanding the apparent interest in charter schools, Caldwell School District does
not have a charter school option within its boundaries. In the 2009-2010, the district
reported a fall enrollment of 3,552 students in K-6, with a total K-12 enrollment of 6,212.
Further, Caldwell School District is essentially surrounded by Vallivue School District
(serving 4,220 in grades K-6 with a total K-12 enrollment of 7,040), and shares its
northern boundary with Middleton School District (serving 1,596 students in K-6 with a
total K-12 enrollment of 3,026). (See 2009-2010 Fall Enrollment Chart below.)

As seen above, over 24,500 K-8 students are attending Canyon County public schools,
and approximately 11,815 of those students reside in Caldwell, Vallivue, and Middleton
school districts – all of which will likely have students attending Heritage Charter School.
In addition to the public school offering in our community, over 1,600 students sought
out alternative choices in education and were reported to have enrolled in private or nonpublic schools at the end of the 2007-08 school year. (See table below.)

Enrollment data obtained through the Idaho State Department of Education’s Non-Public
Fall Enrollment 2007-2008.
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The purpose of providing this “educational landscape” is to demonstrate the viability of
the market from which HCCS will likely draw its student base and provide realistic
support for the enrollment projections reflected in this petition. With proper outreach and
marketing, we are confident that we will be able to attract students to HCCS. However,
demographics or a high population of school-aged children is only the foundation for our
enrollment projections. The final piece is simple: a unique and desirable educational
offering that will enhance and improve the educational offering found at other schools.
Competitive Advantage. It is our firm belief that the program of instruction outlined in
this petition will be the driving force behind parents’ choice to enroll their students in
HCCS. As noted above, HCCS will use the Idaho State Board of Education’s Standards
as a foundation to be enhanced by the Core Knowledge Sequence and an advanced liberal
arts high school curriculum. Many traditional public and charter schools have chosen to
implement this highly effective curriculum that promotes academic excellence, greater
equity and higher literacy, and a coherent, cumulative, and content specific core
curriculum. The instructional program at HCCS will be further enhanced by a
substantive second language acquisition program. The Core Knowledge Sequence
provides the high level of planning and coordination across all grades that are almost
always features of successful second language acquisition programs. With this curricular
foundation, the addition of a second language will provide students with a host of
benefits, including but not limited to: improved problem solving, increased test scores,
increased proficiency with native language, increased creativity, improved literacy skills,
and a broadened appreciation for other cultures. Given the demographics of Caldwell
and surrounding districts, this program will provide meaningful benefits for all students
who choose to attend the school.
Outreach. In addition to the procedures and requirements outlined in the Description
section above, advertising for Heritage Community Charter School may also include, but
not be limited to, the following methods:
•
•
•
•

Advertising with public schools located within the target area using flyers upon
administrative approval.
Heritage Community Charter School website (available within four to eight weeks
following charter approval) that will introduce information about the school.
Brochures promoting the curriculum and methods used at Heritage Community
Charter School.
Public informational meetings about Heritage Community Charter School. Note:
these meetings may be subject to the open meetings law contained in Idaho Code
§ 67-2345. If open meetings rules apply, HCCS board shall ensure compliance.

Operations
Following the outline detailed under Tab 2, organization of Heritage Community Charter
School will generally follow the model of traditional single-grade classrooms starting
with grades K-6, and beginning with a small grade 7-12 pilot secondary program. The
Principal will determine the day-to-day operations of the school including but not limited
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to the school calendar, schedule, and hours of operation in accordance to State required
hours of attendance and Board of Director approval.
Administrative services will be provided by the Principal, augmented by other contracted
services as needed.
Board Policy
Upon approval of the charter the Board of Directors will be charged with developing A
School Board Policy Manual. This manual will include policies including but not limited
to: Instruction, Students, Community Relations, Personnel, Administration, Financial
Management, Non-instructional Operations, School Facilities, and Philosophy. Board
Policy will be made available to the public either as a hard or electronic copy.
Budget
The budget for Heritage Community Charter School will be: (i) prepared in compliance
with section 33-801, Idaho Code; (ii) will be presented at a public hearing in June of the
year the school will open; and (iii) will be delivered to the State Department of Education
as required on or before July 15 prior to the start of the school year. The budget will be
prepared, approved and filed using the Idaho Financial Accounting Reporting
Management System (IFARMS) format. Funding sources will include state allocation per
pupil, federal start-up grants, private grants, business partnerships, and donations.
Following is a projected three-year budget and first year cash flow.
For budget, please see Appendix I.
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Transportation Services
In accordance with Idaho Code §§33-1501 and 33-1006, where practicable HCCS will
provide transportation to students that reside more than 1.5 miles from the school facility
and within the Primary Area of Attendance. HCCS will ensure its transportation policy
complies with Idaho Code §§ 33-402(g), 33-1510, 33-1006, 33-1501 through 1514, 335208, and 67-2806 inasmuch as they are applicable to the school. Inasmuch as the
process for advertising, receiving proposals, and selecting a student transportation
provider is time consuming and involves various timelines and procedures, HCCS will
take all reasonable steps to ensure transportation services are secured in a timely manner.
In the process of advertising, HCCS will solicit proposals from all busing contractors
listed on the SDE’s contractor list.
School Lunch Program
Heritage Community Charter School hopes to begin offering hot food services during its
first year of operation and will follow the guidelines listed by the National School Lunch
Program. Free and reduced lunch forms will be provided to all students. Until a facility
is available, alternate sources to offer lunch will be explored.
Determining Eligibility for Free and Reduced Price Meals
All schools participating in the NSLP must make free and reduced price meals available
to eligible students. Each School Food Authority participating in the NSLP must have an
approved free and reduced price policy statement on file at the State Agency. If a School
Food Authority is just starting in participation in the NSLP it must file its policy
statement for approval by the State Agency. This policy statement then becomes a
permanent document, subject to any amendments whenever the School Food Agency
makes a significant change in its free and reduced price policy.
(NOTE: For Directors’ Resumes, please see Appendix N)
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TAB 10: BUSINESS PRACTICES
Business Arrangements
Public Access
Heritage Community Charter School’s policies regarding the public access to the
school’s students, staff, and facilities will comply will all aspects of the Idaho Public
Records Law (Idaho Code 9-337 – 9-350). The Charter School will comply with Idaho
statutes relating to public records and public meetings, as indicated in the Bylaws. We
will comply with the Idaho Open Meeting Law (Idaho Code 67-2340-67-2347).
Complaint Process
Heritage Community Charter School’s protocol for a complaint process for
parents/guardians and the public are as follows, with the ultimate authority residing with
the Board of Directors of Heritage Community Charter School;
1. Have pertinent parties meet and try to resolve the issue.
2. If no resolution can be found, the Principal will arbitrate and attempt to find a
resolution.
3. Ultimately, the issue will be brought before the Board of Directors. The decision of
the Board of Directors will be final.
School Records
Heritage Community Charter School’s Principal will determine how the school will
maintain school records and required information, consistent with state and Federal
laws/statutes. Records of students transferring from HCCS will be forwarded to the new
school upon request of the school or parents. Records of students transferring to HCCS
will be requested of the previous school of attendance.
Inspection Reports
Heritage Community Charter School will provide certification that the facilities meet all
requirements for health, safety, fire, and accessibility for the handicapped required of all
public schools prior to the opening of the school and by the date specified in the contract.
The Charter School will provide initial and ongoing certifications of the facilities for
health, safety, and fire compliance to the district and other entities as required.
State Compliance
Heritage Community Charter School will comply with the State Board of Education and
Superintendent for Public Instruction as they relate to Charter Schools and all state
statutes applying to public education unless exempt through charter legislation.
Right to Evaluate Contract Compliance
The Public Charter School Commission or the school’s Authorized Chartering Entity, if
not authorized by the Public Charter School Commission, shall retain the right at any
time to evaluate the degree to which Heritage Community Charter School is meeting the
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terms of the charter contract. The Board of Directors or designee may choose to have a
State representative(s) or an independent evaluator(s):
1. visit the Charter School;
2. review the Charter School's records and data;
3. directly survey the Charter School's parents/guardians, students, or employees;
4. audit the books of the Charter School;
5. pursue other reasonable means of determining accountability for the Charter School
contract.
Amending the Contract
A material revision of the terms of the charter school contract requires the approval of the
school’s authorizer and the Board of Directors.
Plan for Termination
It is the responsibility of the board of directors of Heritage Community Charter School to
maintain communications with the Authorized Chartering Entity regarding any changes,
problems, or difficulties in the operations of the school.
The Authorized Chartering Entity and Heritage Community Charter School will resolve
disputes relating to provisions of the charter following the procedures set forth in §335209, Idaho Code, and the applicable rules of the State Board of Education and the
Authorized Chartering Entity for notice of defect and submission of a corrective action
plan.
Copies of any complaints filed against HCCS, including lawsuits, shall be provided to the
Authorized Chartering Entity within five (5) business days of receipt by HCCS.
Upon the dissolution of the charter school, the schools assets will distributed to the Idaho
Public Charter School Commission.
Upon dissolution of the charter school, all records of students will be immediately
transferred to the receiving district and a notice will be sent to all parents describing how
to request records from HCCS. Personnel records will be transferred to the HCCS
authorizer and all employees will receive a notice describing where records will be
maintained and describing the length of time personnel records will be held by the HCCS
authorizer.
Internet Policy
HCCS shall adopt a Policy of Internet Safety for minors that include the operation of a
technology protection measure with respect to any of its computers with Internet access
and that protects against access through such computers to visual depictions that are
obscene, child pornography, or other content harmful to minors in compliance with the
Children’s Internet Protection Act. An example of an internet policy can be found in
Appendix B.
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Appendix B: Internet/Computer Use Policy
The use of computers, including laptops, and the Internet can be unique and valuable
tools that support the education of students in Heritage Community Charter School. They
provide access to information in millions of widespread files. Their proper use can open
new opportunities for research and communication. With opportunities come the
disadvantages and/or dangers of access to information that may not be appropriate in the
schools. Heritage Community Charter School will make reasonable effort to limit
improper use and to shield students from access to inappropriate materials. The word
“user” refers to anyone using a school computer, including, but not limited to, students,
employees, and visitors with prior approval to use the computers.
PROCEDURES FOR USE
1. Individual computer/Internet users have the ultimate responsibility to use
computer/Internet resources appropriately. All computer/Internet users are
expected to use the network for purposes appropriate to the educational
environment at all times. Users must refrain from any use that is not consistent
with the policies, purposes, or objectives of Heritage Community Charter School.
2. All employees shall accept responsibility for monitoring student use on the
Internet. It is the employee’s responsibility to be aware of the sites students are
accessing and provide appropriate supervision for any workstations he/she
oversees.
3. There is no expected right to privacy with use of Heritage Community Charter
School computer/Internet. Administrators and teachers have rights to view all
files and correspondence of employees and students whom they supervise.
4. Each student must agree to abide by these policy provisions and sign and return
the attached signature page to the school before being allowed to access the
school’s computers or the Internet. Students who are minors must also have a
parent signature on the signature page in addition to their own.
CONSEQUENCES
Any action by a user that is determined to violate school policy or constitute an
inappropriate use of the network or to improperly restrict or inhibit other users from using
the network will result in disciplinary action and/or loss of use of the network and all
school computers. A user will be required to reimburse Heritage Community Charter
School for any losses, costs, or damages, including attorney’s fees, caused by
inappropriate use of the network. Any condition or activity not specifically listed that is
not consistent with the policies, purposes, and objectives of Heritage Community Charter
School are prohibited.
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RULES
1. Users shall:
Use accepted rules of network etiquette (Netiquette).
Follow the same standard of conduct expected and required in a classroom
and specific user instructions.
Promptly disclose to your teacher or system administrator any security
problems or potential security problems without demonstrating the
problem to others. Also report any message you receive that is
inappropriate or makes you feel uncomfortable.
Respect the rights of copyright owners. Materials must not be placed,
copied, or redistributed on the network without the authors or owners
written permission. Permission must be specific in the document, on the
network, or must be obtained directly from the author or owner. If you are
unsure of copyright rules, ask a teacher.
Report violations of rules.
Use of news-groups and chat-rooms and other systems including blogging
will only be allowed with approval from both the classroom teacher and
principal.
Use school-owned computers, laptops, PDA’s, cell phones, or other
equipment at home only with the approval from both the classroom
teacher and principal.
2. Users shall not:
Send or deliberately receive a message that is inconsistent with the
school’s code of conduct, written or implied, or agree to meet with
someone you have met online.
Use the network for commercial use, including agreeing to sell or offering
for sale any goods or services that could be construed as commercial
enterprise.
Send or retrieve materials that are defamatory, inaccurate, abusive,
obscene, profane, sexually oriented, threatening, racially offensive, or
illegal, or that encourages the use of controlled or illegal substances.
Send/receive information using someone else’s name or password.
Read other users mail or files without the user’s permission.
Reveal personal contact information about yourself or others including
age, gender, address, telephone, school address, work address, social
security number, etc.
Plagiarize works that you find on the Internet. Plagiarism is taking the
ideas or writings of others and presenting them as if they were your own.
Vandalize equipment or data of another user, the network, or any of the
agencies or other networks that are connected to the Internet. Vandalism
is defined as any malicious attempt to harm or destroy.
Log in as another student or person
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Share login information with other students or person
Share or copy files, unless directed by the instructor
Participate in Internet bullying or use any school-owned equipment for
such purposes.
Violate Idaho Code 18-2202, Computer Crime, which states:
Any person who knowingly and without authorization alters,
damages, or destroys any computer, computer system, or computer
network as described in section 18-2202 Idaho Code, or any
computer software program, documentation or data contained in
such computer, computer system, or computer network, commits
computer crime. A violation of the provisions of this section shall
be a FELONY.

_______________________________________________________________________
Please sign and return this portion of the document to the school.
I have read and do agree to abide by the provisions of this Heritage Community Charter
School Policy.
____________________________________
User Name (Print) First

_____________________________
Last

User Signature

Date

Parent Signature (if User is a Student)

Date

Student Grade Level
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Appendix C: Weapons Policy
The Board of Directors prohibits students from possessing, storing, making, carrying,
concealing in a locker or vehicle, or using a weapon or other devices designed to inflict
serious bodily harm in any setting that is under the control and supervision of the School
for the purpose of school activities approved and authorized by the School including, but
not limited to, property leased, owned, or contracted for by the School, a schoolsponsored event, in a School vehicle, or in school-sponsored transportation, without the
written authorization of the Principal.
The term "weapon" means any object which, in the manner in which it is used, is
intended to be used, or is represented, is capable of inflicting serious bodily harm or
property damage, as well as endangering the health and safety of persons. Weapons
include, but are not limited to: firearms, guns of any type whatsoever, including air and
gas-powered guns (whether loaded or unloaded), an antique firearm, a rifle, shotgun, BB
gun, pellet gun, facsimile of a firearm, chemical weapon with a chemical propellant,
knives, pocket knife, butter knife, sword, sword cane, dirk, metallic weapons,
ammunition and explosives, shotgun shells, cartridges, or ammunition of a firearm, and
common objects found to be weapons (box cutters, pencils, razor blades, etc.), or any
destructive device such as any bomb, grenade, mine, rocket, missile, pipe bomb,
explosive firearm (including a starter gun) which may readily be converted to expel a
projectile, the frame or receiver of any such weapon, any firearm muffler firearm
silencer, machine gun, or short-barreled shotgun.
This policy shall also encompass such actions as look-alike items, false fire alarms, bomb
threats, or intentional calls to falsely report a dangerous condition.
Further notice is given that except as determined by the Board of Directors on a case-bycase basis, a student who engages in such behavior while on school property, on schoolsponsored transportation, school bus stop, or during school-sponsored activities shall be
suspended, recommended for expulsion from school for not less than one (1) calendar
year, and referred to the proper law enforcement agency for the purpose of criminal
prosecution.
The Principal shall prepare administrative procedures to ensure immediate reporting to
the parent and to the local law enforcement agency and proper disciplinary action as
provided for in student/parent handbook.
The Principal is authorized to establish administrative procedures on weapons, which
require students to immediately report knowledge of weapons and threats of violence by
students and staff to the building principal. Failure to report such knowledge may subject
the student to immediate suspension and potential expulsion from school.
Items pre-approved in writing by the Principal as part of a class or individual presentation
or a theatrical prop used under adult supervision, if used for the purpose and in the
manner approved, would be an exception to this policy. (Working firearms and any
ammunition will never be approved as part of a presentation.)
Procedures shall also include the immediate reporting to the appropriate law enforcement
agency if a dangerous weapon is found or is suspected to be in the possession of a School
employee or a visitor.
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Absolutely no weapons of any sort or anything that resembles a weapon as defined in 18
U.S.C. Section 930 are allowed on HCCS property or at school sponsored activities at
any time under any circumstances. Any student who brings a weapon to school property
and/or school sponsored activities is in violation of the Gun-Free Schools Act and Idaho
Code 18-3302D, and shall be expelled for a period of no less than 1 year (12 months). A
recommendation will be made to the Governing Board for extended suspension or
expulsion.
WEAPONS POLICY EXPLAINED
I. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure a safe school environment for students, staff
and the public.
II. Statement
No student shall possess, use, or distribute a weapon when in a school location.
III. Definitions
A. Weapon
1. Any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon or through its use
is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or which may be used
to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any firearm, whether
loaded or unloaded; air guns, pellet guns; BB guns, all knives, blades,
clubs, metal knuckles, numb chucks, throwing stars, explosives, fireworks,
mace and other propellants, cigarette lighters, stun guns, ammunition,
poisons, chains, bows, arrows, laser pointers, and objects that have been
modified to serve as weapons.
2. No student shall possess, use or distribute any object, device or instrument
having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or
instruments shall be treated as weapons, including, but not limited to,
weapons listed above which are broken or non-functional, look alike, toy
guns, and any object that is a facsimile of a real weapon.
3. No student shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e.: belts,
combs, pens, pencils, files, scissors, tacks, etc.) to inflict bodily harm
and/or intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and use of
a weapon.
B. School Location
School location includes a school building, school grounds, school activities or
trips, bus stops, school buses or school vehicles, school-contracted vehicles, the
area of entrance or departure from school premises or events, and all schoolrelated functions.
C. Possession
Possession means having a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to one’s
control in a school location. A student who finds a weapon on the way to school
or in the school building, or a student who discovers that he/she accidentally has a
weapon in his/her possession, and takes the weapon immediately to the principal’s
office shall not be considered to possess a weapon.
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IV. Consequences
A. HCCS takes a position of addressing each case individually in regard to the
possession, use or distribution of weapons by students. The minimum
consequence for student’s possession, use or distribution of weapons may include
(upon discretion of Administrator):
• Confiscation of the weapon
• Notification of Police
• Notification of parents/guardians
• Suspension
• Hearing with the Governing Board
V. Application to Instructional Equipment/Tools
While HCCS may address each case individually, it takes a firm position on the
possession, use or distribution of weapons by students. Such a position is not meant to
interfere with instruction or the use of appropriate equipment and tools by students. Such
equipment and tools, when properly possessed, used and stored, shall not be considered
in violation. However, when authorized instructional and work equipment and tools are
used in a potentially dangerous or threatening manner, such possession and use will be
treated as the possession and use of a weapon.
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Appendix D: Alcohol, Tobacco, Drug Policy
Heritage Community Charter School recognizes that substance abuse, the harmful use of
drugs, tobacco and alcohol, and the problems associated with it are becoming
increasingly commonplace in our society. We recognize that a student's involvement with
drugs and alcohol may cause problems in their daily lives. We also recognize that in
many instances a student's involvement can lead to the illnesses of chemical dependency
and alcoholism. We support prevention, early intervention, and appropriate referral. Our
intent is to identify and document any behavior/appearance that would be considered
problematic to the student. We will be involved in disciplinary action when needed.
DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES: Students are forbidden to knowingly and/or
voluntarily use, possess, distribute/sell alcohol, drugs, tobacco or other controlled
substances while in school or at school sponsored events.
1. Distribution/Sale: Any student found to be distributing or selling alcohol, tobacco,
drugs or other controlled substance will be referred to the Board of Directors for possible
expulsion. Law enforcement will be notified immediately.
2. Under the influence: Any student judged to be under the influence of alcohol or other
controlled substance regardless of any previous voluntary disclosure, will be deemed to
be in violation of Section 37-2732C, Idaho Code, and will be subject to evaluation by a
qualified counselor, administrator, or designee. Upon completion of the school's
evaluation, the building designee may choose to initiate procedures to seek evaluation by
law enforcement. The law enforcement evaluation may result in the transfer of school
custodial responsibility to that of law enforcement in accordance with Section 20-216,
Idaho Code.
3. Use/Possession: Any student found to be using or in possession of alcohol, tobacco,
drugs or other controlled substance will be disciplined in the following manner:
1. The student’s parent/guardian will be notified as soon a possible.
2. The student will receive 3 days in-school suspension. An informal hearing will
be held prior to the suspension as require by Section 33-205, Idaho Code.
3. The student will not be able to participate in the school’s extra-curricular
activities/sports for the period of one month.
4. The student and the principal, or someone appointed by the principal will
develop a Plan for Corrective Behavior for the student.
5. In the case of a violation of the Plan for Corrective Behavior or a second
offence, the student will be referred to the Board of Directors for possible
expulsion from Heritage Community Charter School.
Pursuant to federal regulations set forth by the Drug Free Workplace Act of 1988, HCCS
is committed to the concept of having a drug free student environment. It is our intent
that programs and activities be planned and carried out by the professional staff that will
enable the school to achieve this goal. HCCS will employ a certified school counselor
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who will provide instruction to students in refusal skills and will implement a
comprehensive guidance model. The counselor will serve as the employee to provide
referral information to parents of students who may have concerns with substance abuse.
Referral Policy. When there is reasonable cause to believe a student illegally uses, sells,
distributes, or possesses drug paraphernalia, drugs, alcohol, or other mood-altering
substances in school, on or adjacent to school property, or at school functions, the student
will be subject to discipline pursuant to this policy.
The primary focus of our program will be educational in nature with instruction geared to
discourage student experimentation with any illegal controlled substances or mood
altering substances. A companion focus of this program shall be aimed to assist students
who have made unacceptable choices regarding any controlled substance; a necessary
part of this focus is an attitude among teachers and other staff members that one of our
responsibilities is to assist those students who need help in overcoming their potentially
addictive behaviors. We believe that it is possible to have a drug free environment in a
school setting. If a student cannot, or will not, commit to responsible behavior to help
achieve this goal, several sanctions may be imposed as a disciplinary measure.
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Appendix E – Facility Plan
The board has looked at numerous locations that would make wonderful sites for HCCS’s
modular and future facility. In
the beginning, our search
focused near the vicinity of
Farmway Road between Ustick
and Linden St. After further
investigation regarding access
to utilities, the search moved
eastward near the vicinity of
Caldwell High School on
Indiana. Our research has also
been supported by several
meetings with Caldwell City
officials to discuss locations,
infrastructure, and traffic issues
for numerous locations and other concerns that the city might have regarding the
introduction of a new charter school to their city. The city has been very accommodating
with information and direction as we discuss our options. While we have several “listed”
properties displayed below, these properties are not our best or most desirable sites.
Currently we are negotiating for the purchase and/or lease of two properties both of
which present ideal locations and access to city utilities as well as features that mitigate
traffic concerns the city has expressed with other sites. Inasmuch as both of these sites
are not officially listed for sale, we have been asked to refrain from listing them in this
petition until an agreement has been reached. Notwithstanding, we expect a formal
contract to be signed within 7-10 days of the date of this petition. Documentation will be
included as part of our presentation to the commission and forwarded as soon as it
becomes available.
Without disclosing the exact locations of the properties above, their proximity to existing
public schools and other public buildings presents options to collaborate on academic
programs and increase HCCS’s class offering. As a result of our searching in these areas,
the specific locations that have: (i) the necessary proximity to public utilities; and (ii) a
low enough sales price to allow for utilities to be brought on site.
In addition to the properties discussed above, we have identified other locations that also
have access to utilities and/or reasonable sales prices. These locations are represented in
the aerial image below:
These locations range in price from $100,000 to $425,000 and range in area from 4.5 to
9.6 acres. As of the date of
the submission of the board
is seeking to place its first
choice under contract –
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pending approval of its charter.
In our meetings with the city, we have also discussed our plan for modular classrooms to
determine whether special permitting or other restrictions would apply. Based on these
conversations, it is our understanding that basic permitting and fees will apply, but we
may be able to avoid certain infrastructure and landscaping costs depending on the site
we select. Upon approval, we will immediately request additional modular proposals and
meet with the city to begin the permitting process.
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Bylaws - Revised/Amended Sections
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50/50 Model- Typical Practice

K

1st year
2011
50/50

2nd year
2012
50/50

3rd year
2013
50/50

4th year
2014
50/50

5th year
2015
50/50

1st

40/60

50/50

50/50

50/50

50/50

nd

30/70

50/50

50/50

50/50

50/50

rd

20/80

30/70

50/50

50/50

50/50

4

th

20/80

20/80

40/60

50/50

50/50

5

th

20/80

20/80

30/70

40/60

50/50

6

th

20/80

30/70

30/70

40/60

50/50

7

th

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

8

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 1 Latin

Level 1 Latin

Level 1 Latin

9

th

2

3

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 2 Latin

10

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 3 Latin

Level 3 Latin

11

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 3 Latin

Level 4 Latin

12

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 3 Latin

Level 4 Latin
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90/10 Model- Best Practice

K

1st year
2011
90/10

2nd year
2012
90/10

3rd year
2013
90/10

4th year
2014
90/10

5th year
2015
90/10

1st

70/30

80/20

80/20

80/20

80/20

nd

50/50

70/30

70/30

70/30

70/30

rd

30/70

60/40

60/40

60/40

60/40

4

th

20/80

40/60

50/50

50/50

50/50

5

th

20/80

30/70

50/50

50/50

50/50

6

th

20/80

30/70

40/60

50/50

50/50

7

th

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

Latin Roots

8

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 1 Latin

Level 1 Latin

Level 1 Latin

9

th

2

3

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 2 Latin

10

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 3 Latin

Level 3 Latin

11

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 3 Latin

Level 4 Latin

12

th

Latin Roots

Level 1 Latin

Level 2 Latin

Level 3 Latin

Level 4 Latin
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Appendix I – Secondary Pilot Program
Graduation requirements for Heritage Community Charter School will meet or exceed
state requirements. Minimum requirements for graduation (9-12) will be:
English
8 credits
Math
8 credits
(Algebra 1 & above)
Speech
1 credit
Debate
1 credit
Science (all lab)
8 credits
History
6 credits
(2 credits of United States, 2 credits of Western Civilization and 2 credits of
European History)
American Government 2 credits
Economics
1 credit
Health
1 credit
Physical Education
2 credits
Humanities
4 credits
Electives
10 credits
TOTAL CREDITS

52 credits

A minimum of 14 credit possibilities will be available each year.
Secondary Schedule
Secondary students in grades 7-12 will take a minimum of seven credits per semester (14
per year) unless they have obtained prior approval from the HCCS board of directors.
Seniors will be required to complete a senior project and present to a panel established by
the HCCS board and school administrator. Senior project topics and preliminary project
outlines must be approved by the senior project committee (established by the school
administrator).
All HCCS secondary students will be required to complete community service projects
each year of enrollment. Requirements for each grade level will be established in board
policy prior to the opening of the school.
The HCCS administrator will prepare an annual secondary school report for the HCCS
board to review during the first five years of operation. The HCCS administrator and
board members will analyze academic achievement data and secondary school operations
and make adjustments to the program to ensure program success. The goal of the pilot
program will be that by the first year of full enrollment in grades K-12, the secondary
program will be fully functioning and effectively meeting the needs of the HCCS
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secondary students. The HCCS founders have had preliminary discussions with higher
education institutions in the Treasure Valley and anticipate developing dual credit
agreements during the first few years of operation.
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General Budget Assumptions – Best Case Scenario
The assumptions utilized in the creation of the following budget are as follows:
Enrollment/Revenue is based on a population of 520 students in grades kindergarten
through 12th grade. Revenue generated at this enrollment were acquired through use of
the support unit calculation sheets (these templates are also included after the budget for
reference). Attendance was estimated at 90% generating 25.5 support units in our first
year of operation with the following breakdown of class size: Kindergarten (60);
Grades 1-3 (180 [includes two classes of 30 per grade]); Grades 4-6 (180 [includes two
classes of 30 per grade]); Grades 7-8 (60 [includes two classes of 30 per grade]); and
Grades 9-12 (40 [includes 10 students per grade]).
These student base numbers will carryover from year to year with a projected enrollment
of 570 in year two (29.2 support units at 90% attendance) and 620 in year three with two
classes/grade in grades kindergarten through 8t, and one class in 9-12 (32.9 support units
at 90% attendance. In addition to these state funds, we have also budgeted for a 65%
reimbursement for transportation. Further, we are aware of the possibility of another
year of public school budget cuts potential for budget cuts to public education funding in
the future. To help build a fund balance and protect against future budget cuts (if
applicable), we have reserved 5% of general state revenue. If there are additional cuts to
school funding in the future, HCCS will work closely with its administrator to identify
and prioritize needs and make cuts accordingly.
We also anticipate receiving funds from the Albertsons Grant and Federal Charter
Support grant. To be eligible for the Albertsons Grant, we will need to receive our
501(c)(3) charitable organization status with the IRS –HCCS has already begun working
on IRS Form 1023 (501(c)(3) status application), and we anticipate it will be submitted
for IRS review by mid-September (2010). Funding from the Albertsons Grant and
Federal Charter Support Grant will be used to purchase textbooks, furniture, office
equipment, and other start up related expenses.
In calculating future staff numbers and years of experience/education, we used an
average rate. PERSI and payroll taxes have been calculated at standard rates, and benefit
dollars have been calculated at $325 per eligible full time employee. Further, as students
carry over from year to year, HCCS will add additional staff members as needed.
Expenses for facility costs have been based off information provided from modular
classroom suppliers (see Appendix O) and other charter schools servicing students in
modular campuses. These costs would include permitting, set up, and monthly rent
charges. Utilities and other associated costs have been estimated based on conversations
with other similarly sized charter schools in order to gain a better understanding of
everything that is needed with the facility and its upkeep.
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Textbook, furniture, equipment and supply costs have been reviewed and estimated based
on the needs for the core program. On August 9th, 2010, several board members
participated in the federal grant training conference call conducted by the School Choice
Coordinator Michelle Clement Taylor. This training provided valuable information and
direction as we prepared our budget materials and determined allowable grant
expenditures. With that in mind, we have included supplementary materials, equipment
and other items into HCCS’s Charter Support Program grant application that will be
submitted by the end of August (2010) and will request funds over the first three years of
operation. Items such as smart boards, mobile computer labs and additional program
related materials are a few of the items that are in the startup grant submitted for
approval.
The budgeted training program utilizing only General Funds would be sufficient to
implement our education model. However, our budgets reflect that the federal grant will
further supplement the minimum in an effort to provide meaningful training to HCCS
staff and assist them in their efforts to meet the goals outlined in our petition.
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Budget Supporting Worksheets (Best Case Scenario)
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3 Year Budget Scenario – Best Case
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Federal Grant Budget
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Monthly Cash Flow
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Facility Cost Breakdown
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General Budget Assumptions – Worst Case Scenario
The assumptions utilized in the creation of the “Worst Case” budget are as follows:
Enrollment/Revenue is based on a population of 420 students in grades kindergarten
through 8th grade. Revenue generated at this enrollment were acquired through use of the
support unit calculation sheets (these templates are also included after the budget for
reference). Attendance was estimated at 90% generating 18.9 support units in our first
year of operation with the following breakdown of class size: Kindergarten (60);
Grades 1-3 (180 [includes two classes of 30 per grade]); Grades 4-6 (150 [includes two
classes of 30 per grade for 4&5 and one class of 30 in 6th]); Grades 7-8 (30 [includes
one class of 15 per grade]).
These student base numbers will carryover from year to year with a projected enrollment
of 480 in year two (22.5 support units at 90% attendance) and 540 in year three with two
classes/grade in grades kindergarten through 6th, and one class in 7-9 (27.5 support units
at 90% attendance. In addition to these state funds, we have also budgeted for a 75%
reimbursement for transportation. Further, we are aware of the possibility of another year
of public school budget cuts. To help build a fund balance and protect against future
budget cuts (if applicable), we have reserved 5% of general state revenue. If there are
additional cuts to school funding in the future, HCCS will work closely with its
administrator to identify and prioritize needs and make cuts accordingly.
We also anticipate receiving funds from the Albertsons Grant and Federal Charter
Support grant. To be eligible for the Albertsons Grant, we will need to receive our
charitable organization status with the IRS – HCCS has already begun working on IRS
Form 1023 (501(c)(3) status application), and we anticipate that it will be submitted for
IRS review by mid-September (2010).
In calculating future staff numbers and years of experience/education, we used an
average rate. PERSI and payroll taxes have been calculated at standard rates, and benefit
dollars have been calculated at $290 per eligible full time employee. Further, as students
carry over from year to year, HCCS will add additional staff members as needed.
Expenses for facility costs have been based off information provided by modular
classroom suppliers and from other charter schools servicing students in modular
campuses. These costs would include permitting, set up, and monthly rent charges.
Utilities and other associated costs have been estimated based on conversations with
other similarly sized charter schools in order to gain a better understanding of everything
that is needed with the facility and its upkeep.
Textbook, furniture, equipment and supply costs have been reviewed and estimated based
on the needs for the core program. On August 9th, 2010, several board members
participated in the federal grant training conference call conducted by the School Choice
Coordinator Michelle Clement Taylor. This training provided valuable assistance and
direction as we prepared our budget materials and determined allowable grant
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expenditures. With that in mind, we have included supplementary materials, equipment
and other items into HCCS’s Charter Support Program grant application that will be
submitted by the end of August (2010). Our grant application is requesting funds over
the first three years of operation. Items such as smart boards, mobile computer labs and
additional program related materials are a few of the items that are in the startup grant
submitted for approval.
The budgeted training program utilizing only General Funds would be sufficient to
implement our education model. However, our budgets reflect that the federal grant will
further supplement the minimum in an effort to provide meaningful training to HCCS
staff and assist them in their efforts to meet the goals outlined in our petition.
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3 Year Budget Scenario – Worst Case
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Federal Grant Budget – Worst Case
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Monthly Cash Flow – Worst Case
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Facility Cost Breakdown
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Budget Supporting Worksheets (Worst Case Scenario)
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The founders of Heritage Community Charter School have enjoyed productive and
friendly interactions with Caldwell School District and its Superintendent. While our
meetings with the district did not result in the authorization of our petition, it did provide
us with valuable insights and an exceptional foundation for future collaborative efforts.
Many of the most recent revisions to this petition were the result of comments or
suggestions from the district.
We, as founders of HCCS, began communicating with the district at the same time we
turned in the initial draft of our petition for its sufficiency review. On February 22, 2010,
we conducted our first face-to-face meeting with district representatives Roger Quarles
(District Superintendent), Jonathan Cline (Director of Elementary Schools), Randy
Schrader (Director of Secondary Schools) and Jennifer Swindell (Public Information
Officer) to discuss a dual language immersion charter school in Caldwell.
On March 3, 2010, we submitted our petition to Superintendent Quarles at the Caldwell
District Office. On March 8, 2010, the district received the HCCS petition during their
board meeting. (See below CSD March Minutes.) On March 15, 2010, several founding
members met with Superintendent Quarles to further discuss the proposed charter petition
and the district’s needs. On April 12, 2010, HCCS founders Lon McRae, Holle McRae
and Crystal Davidson formally presented the petition to Caldwell School District. While
the 60 day petition review deadline expired on May 6, 2010, HCCS board members
hoped that continued discussions might prove beneficial in their efforts to become a
Caldwell School District authorized charter school. Therefore, Michelle Clement Taylor
(Idaho State Department of Education School Choice Coordinator) and other charter
experts were asked if they would be willing to attend a work session with the district to
provide further assistance. On June 2, 2010, the founders sent a letter to Superintendent
Quarles and the district board chairman offering to conduct an informational work
session. (See below June, 2nd Letter.) On June 10, 2010, the founders were politely
notified by the district that due to increased responsibilities the district board declined the
founders offer to conduct a work session. In response, the founders thanked the district
and respectfully withdrew the Heritage Community Charter School Petition from the
district and submitted it to the Idaho Public Charter School Commission for
authorization.
[Documentation to Follow]
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Amy Rojas
Chairman, Caldwell School Board
Roger Quarles
Superintendent, Caldwell School District
1101 E. Cleveland Blvd.
Caldwell, Idaho 83605
(208)455-3300
March 5, 2010

Dear Chairman Rojas and Superintendent Quarles,
We appreciate the time that you and your staff spent meeting with us last month. We are
excited about working with you to create another educational opportunity in a district that
is continuously recognized for its outstanding efforts to meet students’ needs. We look
forward to a positive partnership with the district and hope that we can work together to
provide a unique, innovative environment that is a valuable addition to the current district
offerings.
We have received sufficiency review comments from the Idaho Department of Education
and have made revisions to our petition to address the SDE comments and the input that
you and your staff offered at our meeting. We respectfully submit our charter petition to
establish a new charter school, Heritage Community Charter School, within the
boundaries of the Caldwell School District and understand that our petition will be
officially received at the upcoming March 8th meeting of the Board of Trustees in
accordance with Idaho Code 33-5205. We are also including, in our submission, an
outline with the changes that we made to the petition you originally reviewed and the
application form the district has developed. We understand that the timeline that has
been established by the state allows us to work together over the next 60 days to come to
mutual agreement on the terms of the charter. We look forward to working with you
during that time and hope to address further questions that you have as well as add more
detail regarding the specific innovative educational program, curriculum and teaching
methods that the school will employ. We want to note that although we have addressed
all of the SDE comments and believe our petition currently meets all the requirements of
the law, we have purposely not added additional information to the specific plan for
innovative instruction because we are in the process of visiting dual language and
language immersion schools, reading about best practices in implementing these models,
and meeting with educators that are experts in this field. We hope that we will be able to
also communicate with you or a district representative so that as we move forward in
adding that detail, we can make sure that we address your desires and expectations for a
district-authorized charter school.
The proposed charter school, Heritage Community Charter School will serve K-8
students in its first year of operation and add subsequent grades upon board approval.
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The goal of the founders of HCCS is to create a K-8 school to meet the growing needs of
families in the Caldwell area who would like to enroll students in a charter school that
implements a dual language and/or language immersion model.
We look forward to meeting with you and your staff again soon. We would also be
happy to attend either your board meeting on Monday or a future public meeting to
present our charter petition and answer any questions board members have regarding our
charter petition. We appreciate your commitment to offering a variety of choices within
the boundaries of the Caldwell School District for parents and students. We believe you
are doing an outstanding job of leading the Caldwell School District! Thank you again
for your willingness to work with us to meet the growing needs of our community and
successfully prepare students for post-secondary and career opportunities.
Sincerely,

Lon McCrae
Board Chairman
HCCS
10430 Randall Ln.
Caldwell, ID
453-1414

Crystal Davidson
Board Secretary
HCCS
1202 Palrang Dr.
Caldwell, ID
455-7732

Kevin Benjamin
Board Treasurer
HCCS
15090 Castle Way
Caldwell, ID
454-9875

Holle McCrae
Founding Parent
HCCS
10430 Randall Ln.
Caldwell, ID
453-1414
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Lon C. McRae D.M.D.
2947 East Magic View Drive
Suite 400
Meridian, ID 83642

208-895-8486 office
208-870-5500 cell
208-453-1414 home

Summary: Dr. McRae is a successful professional and business owner in the Treasure Valley and
recognized as a highly qualified cosmetic dentist and dental instructor in the US. He resides in Caldwell,
ID with his wife of twenty years and their four boys.
Qualifications:
Chairman- Heritage Community Charter School
Humanitarian lead dentist in Dominican Republic
Humanitarian lead dentist in Kenya, Africa
Board of Directors for Autism Society of America-Boise

Feb ’10 -present
November 2007
August 2006
Oct ’05 – Aug ‘06

Awards and Recognitions
Joe Garagiola Crown Council Humanitarian Award
Crown Council Young Dentist of the Year
Programs Vice President, Ricks College

2007
2000
’89 – ‘90

Professional Experience and Memberships:
Lifetime Qualified Member of the Crown Council Dental Organization
American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry
Cosmetic Dental Instructor with The Hornbrook Group
IV Sedation Examiner for the State of Idaho Dental Board
Education:
Pacific Aesthetic Continuum
2000
Advanced Cosmetic Certification
New York University
1998
IV Sedation Certification
Oregon Health Sciences University
1992-96
Doctorate Degree in Dental Sciences
Eastern Oregon State University 1991-92
Undergraduate
Utah State University
1990-91
Undergraduate
Ricks College
1988-90
Associates Degree
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Kevin D. Benjamin
15090 Castle Way, Caldwell, ID 83607
(208) 454-9875
kevinamy@q.com
Experience

Owner/Operator
Benjamin Painting, 1997 to present, Caldwell, ID
 Create a house painting business with sales revenues that grew from $30K to
$330K.
 Hire, train, and manage a workforce of up to ten employees.
 Develop working budget with sales of $300K.
 Perform all payroll, bookkeeping, taxes, and accounting functions.
 Create and maintain excellent working relationships with customers and
vendors through superior communication.
 Plan work schedules for two to three crews.
 Order all supplies and maintain small inventory.
 Coordinate schedules with building contractors and other sub-contractors.
 Bid all jobs. Invoice all jobs. Manage AP/AR.
 Expand sales through word of mouth advertising and referrals.
 Establish a safe work environment with only four Workers Compensation
claims in thirteen years.
 Working knowledge of Microsoft Word and Excel and QuickBooks Pro.
Founder/Board Member
Thomas Jefferson Charter School, 2002 to 2008, Caldwell, ID
 Member of team of five founders responsible for creating school with a
current enrollment of approx. 350 students
 Helped research and write charter document.
 Presented portion of the charter document to the Vallivue School Board for
approval. Approval was granted.
 Solicited community support through word of mouth advertising and
newspaper ads.
 Generated potential student lists.
 Helped interview and hire an administrator and teaching staff.
 Acted as board liaison for the public through newspaper and local TV station.
 Worked directly with the developer, architect, banker, builder, and city
officials in the planning, design, and construction process for $3 million
school building.
 Acquire and maintain all necessary insurance policies for school.

Education

Brigham Young University, Provo, UT
8/90 - 12/96
Bachelor of Science in Business Management
Emphasis in Entrepreneurship
Minor in Political Science
3.36 GPA

Interests/Misc

Adult leader in the Boy Scouts of America for twelve years.
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Member of neighborhood Architectural Control Committee.
Leader in local church youth group. Activities include water skiing, mountain
and road biking, and camping.

Crystal Davidson
I am a home school mom to three children. I also work part-time as a clinical microbiologist. I am very interested
and concerned with the quality of education my children receive and have always been very involved in their
classrooms when they were attending public school.

Professional Experience
7/02— Present
Clinical MicroSTAT
Meridian, Idaho
Clinical Microbiologist
Responsibilities include: identification of clinically significant organisms in patient samples with the use of
standard laboratory practices which include selective media, biochemical reagents, staining and
microscopy; performance of antibiotic susceptibility testing using Microscan; as well as participation in
quarterly proficiency testing given by the College of American Pathologists.

Volunteering
Currently
Currently
8/09-11/09
8/07-5/09
5/96-12/97

LDS Church Youth Group
Heritage Community Charter School
Founder
Nampa Classical Academy
Willow Creek Elementary
LDS Missionary

Caldwell, ID
Caldwell, ID
Nampa, ID
Nampa, ID
Hawaii Honolulu Mission

Education
Degrees
01/94—12/99 BS Biology

Boise State University

Boise, Idaho
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(Due to the size of the draft Family Handbook, it is attached to this petition)
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